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Abstract. This article explores the pivotal role of Saidnosir Mirjalilov in the socio-
political and cultural transformation of Turkestan during the early 20th century. As one of the
foremost leaders of the Jadidist movement, Mirjalilov championed educational reform, national
awakening, and the struggle for autonomy under the banner of modern Islamic thought. The
study examines his contributions to the development of Jadid schools, his involvement in the
short-lived Turkestan Autonomy (Kokand Government), and his resistance against Soviet
colonial policies. Drawing on contemporary sources and recent scholarship, the paper
highlights Mirjalilovs multifaceted identity as a merchant, educator, and political activist. His
tragic fate under Stalinist repression reflects the broader suppression of Central Asian
intellectuals during the Soviet era. This research positions Mirjalilov as a symbol of enlightened
resistance and a visionary of Turkestan s modern national identity.
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CAMJHOCHUP MUPIKAJINJIOB: BEJIYIIAS ®UT'YPA JUKAJIUIUCTCKOI'O
JABUKEHUSA B TYPKECTAHE
Annomayua. B cmamve paccmampueaemcsa — kawouegas — poav  Caudnocupa
Mupooicanunosa 8 coyuanbHO-NOTUMUYECKUX U KVIbMYPHLIX npeobpazosanusx Typkecmaua 6
nauane XX e6exka. bByoyuu oOHuM u3 6e0ywux Jaudepos OAHCAOUOUCIICKO20 OBUINCEHUS,
Mupooicanunos omemausan pegpopmy oOpaz06anus, HAYUOHAIbHOE NPodYIcOeHUue u 6opbdY 3a
AaA6MOHOMUIO noo SHAMEeHeM COGpeMeHHOZZ UCTIAMCKOUL MbICIIU. B uccne0o8anuu
paccmampusaemcs e20 6K1A0 8 pazgumue OHMCAOUOCKUX WIKOL, e20 yydacmue 6 Heoo20
npocywecmeosasuiem Typxkecmanckom aA6MOHOMHOM 2ocyoapcmae (Koxanockom
npaeumeﬂbcmee) u eco conpomueieHue COBEMCKOU KONOHUAILHOU NOJIUMUKE. Ol’lupaﬂCb HAa
COBPEMEHHbIE UCNMOYHUKU U HeoaesHue HAy4HblE uCCﬂ@OOSGHu}Z, 6 cmambe paccmampueaencs
MHO20ZpAaHHAs JTUYHOCNIb Mupdgfcaﬂuﬂoea Kak mopeosya, nedazoza U NOJUMUYECKO20
akmusucma. Eco mpacuueckas cyovba 6 nepuod cmanuHcKux penpeccuil ompasicaem 0Oonee
wupokoe nooaejenue cpedueawamcxoﬁ UHmMeNIUceHYuU 6 CO6EmMCKoe 6pems.
B oannom uccneoosanuu Mupooicanunos paccmampusaemcs Kak CUMBO]L NPOCBEUJEHHO20
conpomuejleHus u 6U3UOHED coepejwefmoﬁ HaL;LlOHa/leOZZ UOeHmuyHoOCmu TypKecmaHa.
Knrouesvie cnosa: Cauonocup Mupooscanunos, oxcaoud, Kokanockoe npasumenbcmeo,
noaumuk.

Introduction. The early twentieth century was a period of profound political, cultural,
and intellectual upheaval in Central Asia, particularly in the region known as Turkestan. Amid
the collapse of imperial structures and the rise of nationalist movements, a new generation of
Muslim reformers emerged, advocating for enlightenment, modernization, and national

CONnsciousness.
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Known as Jadids, these intellectuals sought to reconcile Islamic values with modernity
through education, journalism, and social reform. Among their prominent leaders was Saidnosir
Mirjalilov, a visionary thinker, educator, and political activist whose efforts left a lasting imprint
on the region’s historical trajectory.

Mirjalilov's role in shaping the ideological and institutional foundations of the Jadidist
movement in Turkestan has gained increasing scholarly attention in recent years. He was
instrumental in the establishment of modern schools, the promotion of Turkic identity, and the
mobilization of resistance against colonial and authoritarian rule. As a member of the Kokand-
based Turkestan Autonomy, Mirjalilov also participated in efforts to establish a sovereign
political entity rooted in democratic and Islamic ideals—an initiative that was quickly crushed by
the Soviet Red Army.

This paper aims to investigate the multidimensional legacy of Saidnosir Mirjalilov within
the broader context of Central Asian reform movements. By analyzing his educational projects,
political engagement, and intellectual contributions, the article sheds light on the transformative
impact of Jadidism in Turkestan and reconsiders Mirjalilov’s place in the history of Muslim
modernism and anti-colonial thought.

Saidnosir Mirjalilov was born in the late 19th century in Turkestan, a region under
Russian imperial rule that was experiencing rapid political, economic, and cultural changes.

Emerging from a merchant family, Mirjalilov used his economic position not only to
engage in trade but also to finance educational and cultural projects. He was deeply influenced
by the modernist ideas circulating among Muslim intellectuals in the Russian Empire, especially
those associated with the Jadid movement in Tatarstan and Crimea.

He quickly distinguished himself as a reform-minded educator, founding one of the first
usul-i jadid (new method) schools in Turkestan. These schools emphasized critical thinking,
science, and native language instruction, replacing the rote memorization methods of traditional
maktabs. Mirjalilov believed education was the key to awakening national consciousness among
Turkestan’s Muslims and empowering them in the face of colonial subjugation.

2. Political Involvement and Role in the Turkestan Autonomy

Mirjalilov’s activism was not confined to the cultural sphere. With the collapse of Tsarist
authority in 1917 and the formation of provisional governments across the Russian Empire,
Central Asian reformers saw an opportunity to assert self-rule. Saidnosir Mirjalilov played a
pivotal role in the establishment of the Turkestan Autonomy (also known as the Kokand
Autonomy), declared in late 1917 as a response to the marginalization of Muslim voices in the
new political order.

As a member of the autonomy’s leadership, Mirjalilov advocated for a democratic and
Islamic-based governance model that would uphold national identity, language rights, and
educational reform. He sought to unify the ethnically and linguistically diverse population of
Turkestan under a common political vision. Unfortunately, the Kokand Autonomy was short-
lived — in early 1918, Bolshevik forces brutally crushed the movement, killing thousands and
dismantling its structures.

Mirjalilov fled but continued his resistance through exile activities, participating in
attempts to present the Turkestan cause at international forums, such as a failed mission to gain
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diplomatic recognition in Europe. His continued resistance made him a target of Soviet
surveillance, and he was eventually arrested and executed during Stalin’s purges in the 1930s.

3. Cultural Legacy and Contribution to Jadidism

Despite political failure, Mirjalilov’s legacy endures in the intellectual and cultural
history of Central Asia. He was part of a broader movement that reshaped the identity and
consciousness of Muslims in Turkestan. His writings, speeches, and educational initiatives laid
the foundation for later cultural reforms, particularly during the Uzbek SSR’s early years before
Stalinist centralization.

The Jadidist values he championed—educational reform, cultural revival, and moral
renewal—remained influential among post-independence historians and intellectuals in
Uzbekistan. Today, Mirjalilov is remembered not only as a political leader but also as a martyr of
cultural enlightenment whose vision anticipated modern debates about national identity,
secularism, and Islamic ethics in Central Asia.

Conclusion. Saidnosir Mirjalilov stands out as one of the most influential yet under-
recognized figures in the intellectual and political history of early 20th-century Turkestan. His
unwavering commitment to educational reform, national awakening, and political autonomy
exemplifies the transformative ambitions of the Jadidist movement. By integrating modern
pedagogical principles with Islamic ethical values, he sought to build an enlightened and self-
determined Muslim society in the face of imperial and later Soviet domination.

His participation in the short-lived Turkestan Autonomy reflected both the aspirations and
limitations of Muslim political agency during a time of revolutionary change. Though ultimately
defeated by Bolshevik force, the vision Mirjalilov promoted lived on as a source of inspiration
for future generations of Central Asian thinkers and reformers. His tragic execution during the
Stalinist purges serves as a stark reminder of the violent suppression of indigenous leadership in
Soviet Central Asia.

In revisiting the life and work of Saidnosir Mirjalilov, this study not only recovers a
neglected figure of regional importance but also contributes to a broader understanding of
Muslim modernist movements, colonial resistance, and the historical struggle for identity and
autonomy in Central Asia. His legacy remains vital today as the region continues to grapple with
questions of cultural renewal, historical memory, and national sovereignty.
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