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Abstract. This article explores the development and evolution of slang, emphasizing its
role in the dynamic nature of language and its reflection of societal and cultural changes. It
examines how slang has emerged from subcultures, evolved over time, and adapted to
technological advancements and social movements. The article highlights the factors influencing
slang’s development, including social identity, creativity, and communication efficiency. Key
examples illustrate how slang has shaped language, with terms like "cool" and "hangry"
evolving from niche usage to mainstream acceptance. The article concludes by discussing the
enduring nature of slang as a powerful tool for linguistic innovation and cultural expression.
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OBBACHUTE PASBUTHUE U DOBOJIIOLIUTIO CJEHI'A

Armomauuﬂ. B osmou cmampve pacemampueaemcs paseumue u 360110YUA ClleHed,
nodqepkueaﬂ €20 poJib 6 OUHAMUYECKOU npupoc)e A3bIKA U e20 ompasicerue 06W€CM6€HHI)ZX
U KyJs1bnypHblx uzmenenul. B neu pacemampueaenmcs, KaxKk CleHe 603HUK U3 cy6Klebmyp,
paseueaici ¢ meyeHuem epemerHu u aaanmupoeaﬂc;z K MexXHoN02U4eckuUM OOCIMUINCEHUAM U
COYUAIbHBIM osuoicenusm. B cmamuve oceeuaromci d)akmopbl, GuAsAwue Ha paseumue
CJlleHea, eKlandas CoOYyudalbHYro u()eHmutmocmb, KpeamueHocmbsb U aqbqbekmueHocmb
KommyHukayuu. Knouegvle npumepsvt unirocmpupyiom, Kak cieHe copmuposan s3vlK,
maxKumu mepmunamu, Kax «prmod» U «XoHecpu», Komopbvle 3I360JI0YUOHUpOBATIU Om
HUWEB020 UCNONb308AHUSA 00 06u;enpumzm020 NPUHAMUAL. Cmamos s3aeepuiaemcst
o00cyJcOeHueM  YCMoUyUGol npupoovl CleHea KAk MOWHO020 UHCMPYMeHma  OJis
JUHZC6UCIMUYECKUX uHHOGdL{uIZ U Kya1bnmypHO2cO 8blpAINCEHUAL.

Knrwuesnvie cnosa: CJ/IEHZ, 960JIIOYUA A3bIKA, Hed)OpMClJZbellz A3bIK, TUHZ8UCMUYECKUE

UHHOBAYUU, KYTbMYPHOE 6/IUAHUE, COYUOTIEKMDbL, USMEHEHUE A3bIKA, Cﬂ06006pa306aHu€.

Slang is an essential part of any living language, representing the ever-changing,
informal, and often playful side of language use. While slang words might seem like fleeting
fads, they can provide important insights into the culture, social norms, and attitudes of different
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communities. The development and evolution of slang is tied to societal changes, technological
advancements, and the natural tendencies of language to innovate and adapt. This article will
explore the origins and progression of slang, the factors that influence its development, and how
slang evolves over time, with a focus on the dynamic nature of this form of language.

Origins of Slang. Slang has existed in various forms throughout history, often as a way
for marginalized or distinct groups to communicate privately or to differentiate themselves from
mainstream society. Early forms of slang emerged in particular communities, such as the
underworld or working-class groups, as a way to create a sense of solidarity and identity.
Historically, slang was often associated with criminal activity or subcultures, but as time went
on, these informal expressions made their way into more mainstream usage.

Example: In the 16th century, terms like "cockney rhyming slang” emerged in London's
East End. Cockney rhyming slang uses indirect, often humorous expressions, such as "apples and
pears” for "stairs."” These phrases were initially used to create a sense of secrecy or exclusion, but
over time, many of them became so widely known that they lost their original intended meaning.

Social and Cultural Influences on Slang Development. The development of slang is
heavily influenced by social and cultural trends. Changes in society, such as the rise of new
technologies, youth culture, or political movements, can lead to the creation of new slang terms.
The internet and social media have had a particularly significant impact on the speed and global
spread of slang, as young people share and popularize new terms across digital platforms.

Example: In the early 2000s, internet slang such as "lol" (laughing out loud), "brb™ (be
right back), and "emoji* gained widespread use through online chatting and texting. These terms
were born out of the need to communicate quickly and efficiently in digital spaces, reflecting the
fast-paced nature of online interactions.

Another example of cultural influence is how slang in the LGBTQ+ community has
evolved and impacted mainstream language. Terms like "queer,” "drag queen,” and
"transgender™ were once considered niche or specific to the LGBTQ+ subculture but are now
part of mainstream discourse.

The Evolution of Slang Over Time. Slang is constantly evolving, as words and phrases
are created, used, and eventually fall out of favor. Some slang terms remain in popular use for
decades, while others are short-lived, fading into obscurity. The evolution of slang is influenced
by various factors, such as shifts in social norms, generational language changes, and linguistic

trends.
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Example: Consider the evolution of the word "cool.” Originally, in the 1940s and 1950s,
"cool™ was used by jazz musicians to describe a laid-back, nonchalant attitude. By the 1980s and
1990s, it was widely adopted by youth culture to describe something desirable or excellent.
Despite being used across generations, the term "cool" has remained relevant and flexible,
adapting to different social contexts over time.

On the other hand, some slang words are short-lived. For instance, the term "groovy" was
widely used in the 1960s and 1970s to describe something trendy or exciting, but it quickly fell
out of favor as new slang terms emerged.

The Role of Slang in Language and Society. Slang serves several important functions in
language and society. It allows for creative expression, reinforces group identity, and reflects
cultural and social dynamics. Slang also plays a role in shaping language by introducing new
words and expressions that may later enter standard usage.

Moreover, slang is a powerful tool for linguistic innovation. It often involves the
manipulation of existing words or the blending of terms to create new meanings. For example,
"selfie" is a blend of "self" and "picture,” coined in the 21st century, which has since been widely
accepted and added to mainstream dictionaries.

Example: "Hangry" (hungry + angry) is a relatively recent slang term that describes the
irritability caused by hunger. It emerged in social media discussions and quickly gained
widespread usage.

Here are some examples of slang from different periods and regions:
1. Cool — Used to describe something that is good, impressive, or fashionable. (Example:

"That movie was really cool!")

2. Lit — Refers to something exciting, excellent, or fun. (Example: "The party last night was
lit!")
3. Bae — An acronym for "before anyone else,” referring to a romantic partner. (Example:

"I’m spending the day with bae.")

4. YOLO - Short for "You only live once," used to express living life to the fullest.

(Example: "Let’s go skydiving tomorrow! YOLO!")

5. Flex — To show off or boast about something. (Example: "He’s always flexing his new
car.")
6. Salty — To be upset, irritated, or angry about something, often over a minor issue.

(Example: "She’s still salty about losing the game last night.")
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7. Ghosting — Suddenly cutting off communication with someone without explanation,
especially in relationships. (Example: "He ghosted me after our third date."”)
8. Chill — To relax or calm down. (Example: "Let’s just chill at home tonight.")
9. Shade — Subtle, often indirect criticism or disrespect. (Example: "Did you hear her throw
shade at me during the meeting?")
10. Sick — Used to describe something impressive or amazing. (Example: "That skateboard
trick was sick!")
These are just a few examples, but slang is constantly evolving as new terms emerge and old
ones fall out of use.
Conclusion
The development and evolution of slang is a reflection of the ever-changing nature of
language and society. Slang provides an important means of communication for specific social
groups and plays a significant role in shaping language over time. While slang may seem
ephemeral or superficial, it reflects deeper cultural trends, technological advancements, and
shifts in social norms. The dynamic nature of slang ensures that it will continue to evolve, adapt,
and influence language for generations to come. Slang is an essential part of language evolution,
reflecting both the creativity of speakers and the shifting social landscape. As language continues

to evolve, so too will the slang that gives life and vibrancy to communication.
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