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Annotation. This article examines the role of youth in addressing climate change and
promoting environmental sustainability. Young people have become increasingly active in
environmental advocacy, participating in initiatives such as tree planting, recycling programs,
and climate awareness campaigns. Engaging youth in sustainable practices fosters leadership,
critical thinking, and community involvement, while also raising global awareness about
environmental challenges. The study highlights barriers to youth participation, including limited
access to resources, lack of guidance, and socio-economic constraints. Recommendations include
integrating environmental education into school curricula, supporting youth-led initiatives, and
leveraging digital platforms to enhance participation and advocacy. Encouraging active youth
engagement in sustainability efforts contributes to a healthier planet and cultivates responsible
future leaders.
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Climate change is one of the most pressing challenges of the 21st century, affecting
ecosystems, economies, and societies worldwide. Addressing this global issue requires collective
action, and youth have emerged as a powerful force in promoting environmental sustainability.

Through participation in tree planting campaigns, recycling initiatives, clean-up drives, and
climate awareness movements, young people actively contribute to mitigating environmental
degradation and advocating for sustainable practices.

Engaging youth in environmental efforts not only helps protect the planet but also fosters
essential skills such as leadership, critical thinking, problem-solving, and teamwork. Despite their
enthusiasm, many young individuals face barriers, including limited access to resources,
insufficient guidance, and socio-economic constraints, which can hinder effective participation.

This article aims to explore the role of youth in combating climate change, analyze the
impact of their engagement on environmental sustainability, identify challenges, and propose
strategies to enhance youth participation. By emphasizing the importance of empowering young
people in environmental initiatives, the study highlights how active youth engagement can
contribute to a more sustainable and resilient future.

Youth engagement in environmental sustainability has gained significant attention
worldwide. Participating in activities such as tree planting, recycling programs, clean-up drives,
and climate awareness campaigns provides young people with practical experience in problem-
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solving, decision-making, and teamwork.! These experiences not only empower youth to take
initiative but also develop leadership and community involvement skills essential for addressing
global challenges.

However, many young individuals face barriers to meaningful participation. Limited
access to resources, lack of mentorship, and socio-economic constraints can hinder their ability to
contribute effectively to environmental initiatives.? Addressing these obstacles is crucial for
maximizing the impact of youth engagement on climate action.

Structured programs and organized campaigns have proven effective in enhancing youth
participation. Mentorship and guidance from experienced environmental organizations enable
young people to plan projects, coordinate teams, and advocate for sustainable practices with
confidence.® Collaborative efforts between schools, communities, and governmental organizations
further support the development of environmental leadership among youth, encouraging
innovation, critical thinking, and social responsibility.

Moreover, digital platforms have expanded opportunities for youth involvement. Online
campaigns, virtual workshops, and social media advocacy allow young people to raise awareness,
mobilize communities, and lead initiatives even in regions with limited in-person opportunities.*

Combining traditional volunteer efforts with digital engagement strategies increases
outreach, participation, and measurable impact on sustainability outcomes.

To further strengthen youth involvement, several strategies are recommended: integrating
environmental education into school curricula, supporting youth-led initiatives, providing
mentorship, and ensuring equitable access to resources and opportunities.> By implementing these
strategies, societies can foster a generation of environmentally conscious, proactive, and capable
leaders who are prepared to tackle climate challenges.

Youth engagement plays a crucial role in addressing climate change and promoting
environmental sustainability. By participating in activities such as tree planting, recycling
programs, and climate awareness campaigns, young people develop leadership, teamwork,
problem-solving, and decision-making skills. Structured programs, mentorship, and digital
platforms further enhance their capacity to contribute effectively to environmental initiatives.

Overcoming barriers such as limited access to resources and lack of guidance is essential
for maximizing youth participation. Integrating environmental education into curricula, supporting
youth-led projects, and providing mentorship opportunities are key strategies for fostering active
involvement.
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Ultimately, empowering youth to take an active role in sustainability efforts not only
strengthens individual leadership and critical thinking skills but also contributes to healthier
communities and a more resilient planet. By encouraging proactive engagement, society ensures
that the next generation is prepared to tackle climate challenges and lead sustainable development
initiatives.
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