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Abstract. This article provides a comprehensive analysis of Qatar's foreign policy, 

examining its evolution, regional alliances, economic strategies, global participation, challenges, 

and conflicts. Since gaining independence in 1971, Qatar has transitioned from a cautious stance 

to an active participant in regional and international affairs. It maintains complex relationships 

with neighboring states and regional powers while participating in regional organizations such 

as the Gulf Cooperation Council and the Arab League. Qatar's efforts to diversify its foreign 

economy and investments shape its foreign policy decisions and influence its diplomatic relations 

and partnerships. The country actively collaborates with major global powers, utilizing its 

economic resources and diplomatic networks to engage in international development and 

humanitarian initiatives. Despite challenges and conflicts, including regional competition and 

support claims, Qatar's foreign policy remains significant in shaping regional and global 

dynamics, contributing to peace, stability, and development on the world stage. 
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ПОСРЕДНИЧЕСКАЯ ДИПЛОМАТИЯ КАТАРА: ЕЕ РОЛЬ В РАЗРЕШЕНИИ 

КОНФЛИКТА НА БЛИЖНЕМ ВОСТОКЕ 

Аннотация. В этой статье представлен всесторонний анализ внешней политики 

Катара, рассматриваются ее эволюция, региональные альянсы, экономические стратегии, 

глобальное участие, проблемы и конфликты. С момента получения независимости в 1971 

году Катар перешел от осторожной позиции к активному участию в региональных и 

международных делах. Он поддерживает сложные отношения с соседними 

государствами и региональными державами, а также участвует в таких региональных 

организациях, как Совет сотрудничества арабских государств Персидского залива и Лига 

арабских государств. Усилия Катара по диверсификации своей экономики и инвестиций 

формируют его внешнеполитические решения и влияют на дипломатические отношения и 

партнерства. Страна активно сотрудничает с крупными мировыми державами, 

используя свои экономические ресурсы и дипломатические сети для участия в 

международных инициативах по развитию и гуманитарным вопросам. Несмотря на 

сложности и конфликты, включая региональную конкуренцию и заявления о поддержке, 

внешняя политика Катара остается значимой для формирования региональной и 

глобальной динамики, внося вклад в мир, стабильность и развитие на мировой арене. 

Ключевые слова: Катар, Внешняя политика, Региональные альянсы, 

Диверсификация экономики, Глобальное сотрудничество, Дипломатические инициативы, 

Посреднические усилия, Международная дипломатия, Споры, Геополитика. 
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Qatar, a small yet influential state in the Middle East, has emerged as a significant mediator 

in regional conflicts. This article explores Qatar's evolving role as a mediator, examining its 

motivations, methods, and the impact of its diplomatic initiatives on regional stability. Located on 

the northeast coast of the Arabian Peninsula, Qatar is renowned not only for its vast oil and gas 

reserves but also for its strategic position, making it a key player in Middle Eastern geopolitics. 

Despite its relatively small territory and population, Qatar wields considerable influence in 

regional affairs due to its substantial wealth, prominent foreign policy agenda, and adept 

diplomatic maneuvers. 

Qatar's engagement in mediatory diplomacy can be attributed to various factors, each 

reflecting the country's strategic interests and aspirations for regional leadership. Among these 

motivations, the economic aspect stands out. As one of the world's leading exporters of liquefied 

natural gas (LNG), Qatar relies on uninterrupted access to stable energy markets and global trade 

routes. Thus, the country is invested in preventing regional conflicts that could disrupt energy 

supplies or destabilize the broader economic landscape. By mediating in Middle Eastern conflicts, 

Qatar seeks to promote stability and mitigate the risks of disruptions in its vital energy sector. 

Furthermore, Qatar's mediation efforts are driven by a desire to enhance its soft power and 

elevate its international standing. In an era marked by intense geopolitical competition and shifting 

alliances, Qatar recognizes the value of presenting itself as a responsible and constructive actor on 

the world stage. By engaging in mediation, Qatar underscores its reputation as a peacemaker and 

fosters goodwill among regional and international stakeholders. This, in turn, enhances Qatar's 

diplomatic prestige and expands its sphere of influence, allowing it to pursue broader foreign 

policy objectives more effectively. 

Additionally, Qatar's mediatory diplomacy is linked to its unique religious and cultural 

characteristics, which grant it a level of legitimacy and credibility in the eyes of various actors in 

the Middle East. As a nation closely associated with Sunni Islamic movements and organizations, 

Qatar can leverage its religious ties to engage with a wide range of stakeholders, including non-

state actors and marginalized communities. This capacity enables Qatar to bridge sectarian divides, 

facilitate dialogue, and build trust between potentially opposing parties. By utilizing its cultural 

capital in this manner, Qatar is capable of conducting effective and inclusive mediation efforts, 

thereby contributing to the resolution of longstanding regional conflicts. 

In its mediatory activities, Qatar employs a variety of methods and strategies, ranging from 

cautious back-channel diplomacy to high-level summits and public diplomacy. One of the most 

commonly used approaches is Track II diplomacy, which involves informal, off-the-record 

negotiations facilitated by unofficial intermediaries. Qatar has developed a comprehensive 

network of contacts and interlocutors across the Middle East, including political leaders, tribal 

elders, religious figures, and civil society activists, who play a crucial role in behind-the-scenes 

communication and mediation agreements. This discreet form of mediation allows Qatar to 

navigate sensitive political dynamics and foster trust among conflicting parties without the 

constraints of media scrutiny or formal diplomatic protocols.  

In addition to Track II diplomacy, Qatar frequently serves as a neutral venue for peace talks 

and negotiation sessions aimed at resolving regional conflicts. Notably, the Qatari capital, Doha, 

has emerged as a preferred location for such meetings, thanks to its modern conference facilities 



ISSN: 

2181-3906 

2024 

                                                                    International scientific journal 

                                      «MODERN SCIENCE АND RESEARCH» 
                                                         VOLUME 3 / ISSUE 10 / UIF:8.2 / MODERNSCIENCE.UZ 

 

 

      517 

 

and infrastructure, as well as its reputation as a secure and hospitable host city. By providing a 

neutral and safe environment for dialogue, Qatar creates a platform for constructive collaboration 

and fosters a climate of mutual respect and trust among participants. This, in turn, increases the 

likelihood of successful outcomes and lays the groundwork for sustainable peace efforts in the 

long term. 

Moreover, Qatar often combines its mediation initiatives with humanitarian assistance 

efforts, using aid to build goodwill and promote cooperation among conflicting parties. Qatar has 

a long-standing tradition of providing humanitarian support to countries and communities affected 

by conflict and crises, both within the Middle East and beyond. By delivering essential supplies, 

medical aid, and reconstruction assistance to those in need, Qatar demonstrates its commitment to 

alleviating human suffering and addressing the root causes of conflicts. Additionally, humanitarian 

assistance can serve as a trust-building measure that enhances goodwill among conflicting parties 

and creates a conducive environment for dialogue and reconciliation. 

 Examples of Qatar's Mediation Efforts 

Qatar's mediatory diplomacy has been tested in several high-profile conflicts in the Middle 

East, achieving varying degrees of success. One notable example is the Gaza-Israel conflict, which 

has witnessed violence and bloodshed over many years. Qatar has played a crucial role in 

facilitating ceasefire agreements between Hamas, the Palestinian militant group that controls the 

Gaza Strip, and Israel, which has occupied Palestinian territories. Through diplomatic efforts, 

humanitarian aid, and direct cooperation with key stakeholders, Qatar has managed to de-escalate 

tensions and prevent further loss of life in the besieged enclave. Qatar’s mediation efforts have 

also extended to the internal Palestinian arena, where it has sought to reconcile rival factions and 

foster unity among Palestinians in their quest for statehood and self-determination. 

Another significant example is the Gulf rift that emerged in 2017 when Saudi Arabia, the 

United Arab Emirates (UAE), Bahrain, and Egypt severed diplomatic ties with Qatar, accusing the 

small emirate of terrorism and interference in their internal affairs. Since then, Qatar has embarked 

on a diplomatic charm offensive aimed at restoring relations with its Gulf neighbors and resolving 

the crisis through dialogue and compromise. Despite initial setbacks and ongoing tensions, Qatar's 

mediation efforts have led to positive outcomes, including the restoration of diplomatic ties with 

Saudi Arabia and the UAE, reopening of land and air borders, and resuming trade and travel 

between former adversaries. While significant issues remain unresolved, Qatar's mediatory 

diplomacy has helped ease tensions and laid the groundwork for more constructive and cooperative 

relationships within the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). 

A third example is the peace process in Afghanistan, which has been marked by decades 

of conflict, instability, and insurgency. Qatar has emerged as a key mediator in the Afghan peace 

process, hosting talks between the Taliban, which governed Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001, and 

the Afghan government supported by the U.S. and its allies. Qatar’s mediation efforts have created 

a vital platform for Afghan stakeholders to discuss their differences, build trust, and explore 

pathways to a durable peace agreement. Despite slow progress and numerous obstacles, Qatar 

remains committed to supporting the Afghan peace process and contributing to a peaceful and 

prosperous future for the war-torn country. 

 Motivating Factors for Qatar's Mediation 
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Qatar's entry into mediatory diplomacy in the Middle East is based on a complex interplay 

of economic, political, and cultural motivations. This section explores the multifaceted reasons 

behind Qatar's engagement in regional conflicts. 

1. Economic Interests: 

   Central to Qatar's mediation efforts is the protection of its economic interests, particularly 

in safeguarding investments and energy exports. As one of the world’s leading exporters of 

liquefied natural gas (LNG), Qatar is acutely aware that stability in the region plays a crucial role 

in ensuring the uninterrupted flow of its energy resources to global markets. Any disruption in this 

flow—whether due to geopolitical tensions or armed conflicts—poses a direct threat to Qatar's 

economic prosperity and international standing. By actively engaging in mediation efforts, Qatar 

aims to mitigate risks associated with regional instability that could jeopardize its energy sector. 

A stable and peaceful Middle East not only fosters a conducive environment for Qatar's economic 

activities but also enhances investor confidence and facilitates cross-border trade and investments. 

Thus, Qatar’s mediation initiatives are partly driven by pragmatic calculations aimed at protecting 

and advancing its economic interests amid an unstable geopolitical landscape. 

2. Soft Power Projection: 

   Beyond economic imperatives, Qatar’s mediatory diplomacy serves as a powerful tool 

for projecting soft power and enhancing its international reputation. Soft power, as defined by 

political scientist Joseph Nye, refers to a state's ability to achieve its goals not through coercion or 

force, but through persuasion, attraction, and cultural influence. Recognizing the significance of 

soft power in contemporary international relations, Qatar strategically employs mediation efforts 

to strengthen its position as a responsible and constructive actor on the global stage. By 

demonstrating its diplomatic capabilities, commitment to conflict resolution, and willingness to 

engage with conflicting parties, Qatar enhances its soft power. Through mediation in regional 

conflicts, Qatar distinguishes itself as a peace-loving and mediatory state, earning admiration and 

respect from the international community. This, in turn, bolsters Qatar’s diplomatic clout and 

influence in both regional and global affairs. Additionally, Qatar’s mediation initiatives provide a 

platform for showcasing its values, principles, and norms to the world. As a small but wealthy 

state aspiring for regional leadership, Qatar seeks to position itself as an advocate for peace, 

tolerance, and inclusivity in a region often marked by strife and division. 

3. Religious and Cultural Ties: 

   An often-overlooked aspect of Qatar’s mediatory diplomacy is its deep-rooted religious 

and cultural connections with various factions and religious groups in the Middle East. As a 

predominantly Sunni Muslim country with a rich Islamic heritage, Qatar maintains close religious 

and cultural ties with many actors in the region, including Sunni Islamic movements, tribal leaders, 

and religious scholars. These connections provide Qatar with a unique leverage as a mediator, 

granting it credibility and the ability to facilitate dialogue, ease sectarian divides, and build trust 

between conflicting parties. Qatar's religious and cultural relationships serve as a source of 

legitimacy and influence in the eyes of various stakeholders, particularly those aligned with Sunni 

Islam or Islamic revival movements. By capitalizing on its religious and cultural capital, Qatar is 

better positioned to engage with a diverse array of actors, including non-state participants and 

marginalized communities. This capability allows Qatar to play a more active and constructive 
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role in mediating deeply rooted religious or sectarian conflicts, such as the Sunni-Shia divide that 

characterizes many regional disputes. Furthermore, Qatar's cultural diplomacy initiatives, 

including support for Islamic education, cultural exchanges, and interfaith dialogue, reinforce its 

image as a bridge-builder and peace-promoter in the Muslim world. By fostering interfaith 

dialogue, tolerance, and mutual respect, Qatar aims to cultivate an environment conducive to 

understanding and collaboration, ultimately contributing to regional stability and peace. In this 

way, Qatar not only enhances its diplomatic standing but also furthers broader goals of promoting 

coexistence and unity in a region often fragmented by religious and ethnic strife. 

 Mediation Methods: 

Qatar's mediation efforts in the Middle East are characterized by a multifaceted approach 

involving various methods and strategies aimed at fostering dialogue, building trust, and ultimately 

resolving conflicts. This section examines three primary methods employed by Qatar in its 

mediatory endeavors: Track II diplomacy, hosting peace negotiations, and humanitarian 

diplomacy. 

Track II Diplomacy: 

Track II diplomacy refers to unofficial, independent communication and negotiation 

channels that operate outside formal government structures. Qatar has emerged as a prominent 

practitioner of Track II diplomacy in the Middle East, utilizing a broad network of communication 

and relationships to foster dialogue and build trust among conflicting parties. One of the key 

advantages of Track II diplomacy is its flexibility and informality, allowing mediators like Qatar 

to engage with a wide range of stakeholders, including non-state actors, without the constraints of 

formal diplomatic protocols or public scrutiny. This enables Qatar to seek creative solutions to 

complex conflicts, build trust between opposing sides, and lay the groundwork for future official 

negotiations. 

Qatar’s efforts in Track II diplomacy often involve facilitating communication between 

disputing parties, exploring common ground, and identifying potential areas for compromise. 

These backchannel negotiations allow Qatar to bridge communication gaps, ease tensions, and 

facilitate the exchange of confidential and constructive ideas and proposals. Additionally, Qatar's 

Track II diplomatic initiatives often coincide with confidence-building measures aimed at creating 

a conducive environment for dialogue and reconciliation. These measures may include the release 

of political prisoners, the provision of humanitarian aid, or agreements to cease hostilities, all of 

which serve to bolster trust and demonstrate Qatar's commitment to promoting peace and stability 

in the region. Overall, Track II diplomacy plays a crucial role in Qatar's mediation efforts, 

providing a flexible and discreet foundation for engaging with conflicting parties, exploring 

potential pathways to peace, and paving the way for more formal negotiations and agreements. 

Hosting Peace Negotiations 

Another key method Qatar employs in its mediation efforts is hosting peace negotiations 

and dialogue sessions aimed at resolving regional conflicts. The capital city of Doha, particularly 

due to its modern conference facilities and infrastructure, has gained a reputation as a neutral, 

hospitable, and safe host city for such gatherings. By serving as a neutral venue for peace 

negotiations, Qatar provides conflicting parties with a secure and neutral space to engage in 

dialogue and negotiations, away from the tensions and distractions of the conflict zone. This allows 
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participants to focus on key issues, explore potential solutions, and build trust in a supportive and 

conducive environment. 

Moreover, Qatar’s hosting of peace negotiations enables the participation of a wide range 

of stakeholders, including government officials, political leaders, civil society representatives, and 

international mediators, ensuring that diverse perspectives and interests are considered in the 

negotiation process. This inclusive approach fosters a sense of ownership and buy-in among all 

stakeholders, increasing the likelihood of successful outcomes and sustainable peace agreements. 

In addition to providing a venue for formal negotiations, Qatar often takes on a more active role 

in facilitating communication and mediation agreements between conflicting parties. Qatari 

officials and mediators may act as facilitators, enablers, or neutral observers, helping to bridge 

gaps in communication, eliminate obstacles, and maintain momentum in the negotiation process. 

Overall, Qatar’s hosting of peace negotiations serves as a clear expression of its commitment to 

peace and reconciliation in the Middle East, providing a platform for constructive collaboration, 

dialogue, and negotiation aimed at resolving conflicts and building a more peaceful and prosperous 

future for the region. 

Humanitarian Diplomacy: 

A unique characteristic of Qatar’s mediation efforts is the integration of humanitarian 

assistance initiatives within its diplomatic endeavors, a strategy often referred to as humanitarian 

diplomacy. Qatar frequently combines its mediation efforts with humanitarian aid, using assistance 

as a means to build trust, foster goodwill, and address the humanitarian consequences of conflict. 

Humanitarian diplomacy allows Qatar to demonstrate its commitment to the well-being and 

welfare of populations affected by conflict, thereby enhancing its credibility and legitimacy as a 

mediator. 

By delivering essential humanitarian aid such as food, medical supplies, and shelter, Qatar 

sends a strong message of solidarity and support to communities trapped in conflict, helping to 

alleviate suffering and reduce the human costs of violence. Additionally, humanitarian assistance 

can serve as a confidence-building measure that creates a conducive environment for dialogue and 

reconciliation between conflicting parties. By demonstrating goodwill and generosity through 

humanitarian aid, Qatar facilitates a more constructive collaboration and cooperation among 

stakeholders, fostering the trust and spirit of partnership essential for achieving sustainable peace. 

In some cases, Qatar’s humanitarian diplomacy initiatives also serve as a catalyst for 

previously unattainable communication and negotiations, creating opportunities for broader 

diplomatic achievements. By addressing the immediate needs of populations affected by conflict, 

Qatar generates a sense of urgency and momentum for peace, encouraging conflicting parties to 

come to the negotiation table and seek mutually acceptable solutions to their disputes. Overall, 

Qatar’s humanitarian diplomacy efforts complement its mediation initiatives by addressing the 

root causes of conflict, enhancing trust and goodwill among opposing parties, and creating 

opportunities for dialogue and reconciliation. By integrating humanitarian assistance into its 

diplomatic initiatives, Qatar demonstrates its commitment to promoting peace and stability in the 

Middle East while fulfilling its moral and ethical responsibilities to alleviate human suffering and 

enhance the welfare of vulnerable populations. 
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Conclusion: 

In summary, Qatar's mediation efforts in the Middle East are characterized by a 

multifaceted approach that encompasses various methods and strategies aimed at fostering 

dialogue, building trust, and ultimately resolving conflicts. From Track II diplomacy to hosting 

peace negotiations and incorporating humanitarian assistance into its diplomatic efforts, Qatar 

utilizes a diverse array of tools and techniques to promote peace and reconciliation in a region 

plagued by violence and instability. 

By leveraging its diplomatic capabilities, economic resources, and cultural capital, Qatar 

has emerged as a key mediator in regional conflicts, playing a constructive and active role in 

facilitating communication and negotiations between conflicting parties. While challenges and 

obstacles persist, Qatar’s mediation efforts have yielded significant results, including ceasefire 

agreements, reconciliation initiatives, and confidence-building measures that have helped to 

reduce tensions and pave the way for sustainable peace agreements. Looking ahead, Qatar remains 

poised to continue its mediation efforts in the Middle East, building on its past successes and 

leveraging its unique strengths and capabilities to address the root causes of conflicts, facilitate 

dialogue and compromise, and contribute to building a peaceful and prosperous future for the 

region. 

Examples of Qatar's Mediation Efforts: 

1. Gaza-Israel Conflict: 

   Qatar’s involvement in the Gaza-Israel conflict stands out through its facilitation of 

ceasefire agreements and humanitarian assistance efforts in the Gaza Strip. Despite the 

longstanding animosity between Hamas, the ruling authority in Gaza, and Israel, Qatar has played 

a crucial role in facilitating negotiations and easing tensions. Qatar’s financial support for Gaza, 

including funding infrastructure projects and humanitarian aid, has helped alleviate the dire 

humanitarian situation in the besieged enclave. By providing a neutral platform for communication 

and offering financial assistance, Qatar has contributed to efforts aimed at reducing violence and 

ensuring stability in the region. 

2. Gulf Cooperation Council Issues: 

   Qatar's mediation efforts during the diplomatic crisis within the Gulf Cooperation 

Council (GCC) sought to address the disputes between Qatar and its neighboring states, including 

Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain, and Egypt. The crisis, which began in 2017, involved these 

countries severing diplomatic ties with Qatar, accusing it of supporting terrorism and interfering 

in their internal affairs. Qatar engaged in diplomatic dialogue and soft diplomacy to address its 

neighbors’ grievances. Although progress has been slow and challenges remain, Qatar's diplomatic 

initiatives have contributed to reducing tensions and fostering communication among GCC 

members, demonstrating a willingness to resolve the disputes peacefully. 

3. Afghanistan Peace Process: 

   Qatar has emerged as a key mediator in the Afghan peace process, hosting intra-Afghan 

negotiations and facilitating talks between the Taliban and the Afghan government. The decades-

long Afghan conflict has resulted in widespread suffering and instability. Qatar’s hosting of peace 

negotiations has provided a vital platform for Afghan stakeholders to discuss their conflicts and 

explore pathways to a durable peace agreement. Despite challenges and setbacks, including 



ISSN: 

2181-3906 

2024 

                                                                    International scientific journal 

                                      «MODERN SCIENCE АND RESEARCH» 
                                                         VOLUME 3 / ISSUE 10 / UIF:8.2 / MODERNSCIENCE.UZ 

 

 

      522 

 

ongoing violence and political uncertainty, Qatar has remained committed to supporting the 

Afghan peace process and facilitating efforts to achieve a robust peace agreement that addresses 

the aspirations of all Afghan citizens. 

In conclusion, Qatar’s mediation efforts in conflicts such as the Gaza-Israel conflict, Gulf 

Cooperation Council disputes, and the Afghan peace process illustrate its commitment to 

promoting dialogue, reconciliation, and stability in the region. Through diplomatic engagement, 

financial assistance, and hosting peace negotiations, Qatar has sought to play a constructive role 

in resolving conflicts and building a more peaceful and prosperous future for the region. 
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