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Abstract. This article delves into the international discourse of Cristina Fernandez de
Kirchner, former President of Argentina, focusing on her final address to the UN General
Assembly in 2015. While previous research on Latin American female presidents primarily
examined domestic speeches, this analysis highlights the significance of their international
pronouncements. Kirchner's speech, widely reported in Argentina, is characterized by its forceful
critique of global financial institutions, international funds, and the Obama administration's
policies toward Argentina and other nations. The article explores the underlying themes of the
speech, which revolve around global issues, Argentina’s specific challenges, and the situation in
Latin America. Despite her direct criticism, Kirchner emphasizes the importance of prioritizing
national interests without isolating oneself from the international community. The article
ultimately argues that Fernandez's speech offers valuable insights into her political style and the
broader context of Latin American leadership on the global stage. It demonstrates her commitment
to honesty and clear communication, while showcasing her understanding of the
interconnectedness of global challenges.
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3A ITIPEAEJTAMU HAIIMOHAJIBHBIX 'PAHUIL: AHAJIN3

MEXIYHAPOJHOM PEUN KPUCTUHBI ®EPHAHJIEC JIE KUPIIIHEP

Annomayusn. B oOannoti cmamve paccmampueaemcs MedNCOYHAPOOHbIU OUCKYPC
Kpucmuner @epnanoec oe Kupuwinep, Ovisuieco npezudenma ApeeHmuHbvl, ¢ aKyeHmom Ha ee
3axntouumenvroe oopawenue x Ienepanvnou Accambnee OOH 6 2015 200y. B mo épems kak
npec)blc)yu;ue uccne008anus AAMUHOAMEPUKAHCKUX cheHmuH-npes’udeHmoe 6 OCHOBHOM uzyuaiu
BHYMPEeHHUe pedl, IMOM AHATU3 NOOYEPKUBAEM 3HAUEHUE UX MeNCOYHAPOOHbIX 3asaeneHull. Peub
Kupwnepa, wupoxo oceewaswascs 6 Apeenmune, xapakmepuzyemcs pe3Kou KpUumukou
27100ANIbHBIX PUHAHCOBBIX UHCTMUMYIO8, MENCOYHAPOOHBIX DOHO08 U NOJUMUKU AOMUHUCTPAYUU
Obambl 6 omHowenuu Apeenmunsl u opyaux cmpan. B cmamve ucciedyiomcs 0CHO8Hble meMbl
8bICMYNJIEHUsl, KOMOpble 8pAujarmcs 8OKpye 2100albHbIX NpoOieM, KOHKPEemHuX Npooiem
Apeenmunvt u cumyayuu 6 Jlamunckou Amepuxe. Hecmomps Ha c8010 NpAMYIO KPUMUKY,
Kupumep noduepkueaem BAJCHOCMb paccmaejiimb npuopumemasl HAYUOHAIbHbIX UHmMeEpecos, He
uzonupys cebs om MeNCOYHAPOOHO20 coobwecmea. B KoweyHoM umoce 6 cmamove
ymeepacoaemcs, umo peyb Depranoec oaem YeHHY UHDOPMAyuIo 0 ee NOJUMULECKOM Cmuie U
bonee WUPOKOM KOHmMeKkcme J1amuHoamepuKancKozco ﬂudepcmea HAa Mupoeoﬁ apexe. Omo
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demMoncmpupyem ee NPueepICeHHOCMb YeCMHOCMU U YemKOM) 00UeHUIo, d MAaKice NOHUMAHUe
83AUMOCEA3U 2N0OANbHBIX NPOOIEM.

Knrwoueevie cnosa: Meoicoynapoounwiii  ouckype, Ienepanvnas Accamobres OOH,
Tnobanvuvie  ¢unancosvlie uncmumymsi, Hayuonanvnvie unmepecwi, Medxcoynapoonoe
cooowecmso, ITlonumuueckuti cmunvb, Yecmnocmo, Yemxas xommynuxayus, Bzaumocesnsw
210OANILHBIX BbI306OE.

Previous research on Latin American female presidents primarily focused on their speeches
delivered on the international stage.(1) However, their international speeches, addressed to foreign
audiences and global political leaders, are equally insightful. This article highlights the discursive
legacy of Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner, former President of Argentina. Her two terms in office
had a significant impact on Argentina's political landscape and the broader Latin American region,
while also contributing to global political discourse.

To fully understand Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner's political style, it's crucial to examine
her speeches at the international stage, particularly within the United Nations. Her final address to
the UN General Assembly in 2015 serves as a prime example. This speech, widely reported in the
Argentine media, was notably forceful. Kirchner addressed not only Argentina's challenges but
also sharply criticized global financial institutions, international funds, and the Obama
administration's policies towards Argentina and other nations. (3)

Later, she justified her strong tone, emphasizing that prioritizing one's country's interests
doesn't equate to isolation. She acknowledged the complexity and sensitivity of international
politics.

However, Kirchner's speech was also direct and honest. She stated her intention clearly: "I
didn't come here to be a hypocrite and lie. I'm here to tell you about things that are really happening
in the world.” (4) Fernandez's UN speech can be structured into three main themes: global issues,
Argentina's specific challenges, and the situation in Latin America. While she frequently connects
local examples to broader global analysis, she does so in a clear and logical manner. For instance,
when addressing Argentina's struggles, she aptly describes the interconnected nature of today's
world: "The world of communications, the internet born from globalization, which some
envisioned as a tool for global control, has become a powerful communication channel for the
entire "global village", where events are instantly known worldwide." (5)

She then delves into pressing global issues, offering a realistic and objective picture of the
current reality: a world grappling with economic crises, conflicts, terrorism, regional wars,
inequality, and violence. From this analysis, she draws clear conclusions: "Global finance cannot
continue to control the political process”, "hypocrisy has no place in global diplomacy"”, "we
cannot rely on outdated methods of international intrigue”, and "political, social, and cultural
conflicts are not solved through violence but through dialogue and discussion." (5) Fernandez
highlights the complex economic situation in Argentina, emphasizing the external pressures they
face. She criticizes US organizations funded by speculative interests, accusing them of slander and
creating difficulties for Argentina under the pretense of opposing Iran. She rhetorically asks, "If
we are collaborators with the Iranian regime, who is Barack Obama? Also an accomplice?".(5)
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However, Fernandez avoids excessive negativity or pessimism. She acknowledges that
while debt, economic issues, terrorism, and conspiracies are serious concerns, there are also
positive developments worth celebrating. She considers the UN General Assembly's adoption of a
resolution on restructuring external debt as a significant victory for the global community. She
advocates for an additional principle in this process: the principle of basic economic logic, which
her late husband, Nestor Kirchner, successfully applied when he refused to pay Argentina's
massive debt after the 2001-2003 default, famously stating, "Dead debts do not pay." By recalling
her husband's actions, she underscores his success in rescuing Argentina from financial servitude.

Fernandez recognized the historical significance of Cuba's return to the UN after nearly 20
years, praising the presence of Fidel Castro, whom she described as a "president and comrade
whom | love and admire." She celebrated this achievement as a victory for Latin America,
particularly for Cuba, and acknowledged the efforts of MERCOSUR, UNASUR, and CELAC in
making it happen. She also acknowledged the Obama administration's change in approach, stating
that they "finally opened their eyes and realized that events cannot continue to develop as before."”
()

Concluding her speech, Fernandez, emphasizing her identity as a "daughter of Latin
America" and a passionate Argentinian patriot, returned to the future of Argentina and the region.

She highlighted the main achievement of her presidency (and the Peronist Party): "We
managed to restore the country.” (5) Yet, she doesn't stop there. She outlined the ultimate goal for
Argentina: "to become a fairer and more equal society.” (5) Fernandez's UN speech is not only
well-structured and logically presented, but it also showcases a masterful use of language,
employing a diverse array of vocabulary and techniques. For instance, when addressing the global
economy, she incorporates modern economic terminology such as “macroeconomics,"”
"globalization,” "default,” “real economy," "restructuring of external debt,” "investment banks,"
"emerging economies,” "speculative funds,” "eurozone,” "recession,” "economic transparency,"
"regulation,” and "integration.” She also utilizes various socio-political terms like "coup d'état,"

"regime,” "parliament,” "congress,” "public order,"” "government,” "presidential rule,” "deputy,"
"state institutions,” "citizens," and "gender equality.” Her speech further includes legal and
international legal concepts like "jurisdiction,” "legitimacy,"” "sovereignty," "legislation,"
"agreements,"” "institutionalism,” "judicial system," "extradition," "refugees," "declaration," and

"rights.” Diplomatic terms like "geopolitics,” "diplomatic relations,” "nuclear non-proliferation,”
"negotiations,” "memorandum of understanding,” "ambassadors,” and "US State Department” are
also present. (5) Furthermore, the speech is replete with names of international organizations and
their structures: UN Security Council, General Assembly, International Nuclear Weapons Control
Organization, G20, International Monetary Fund, Interpol, regional associations MERCOSUR,
UNASUR, and CELAC. It also mentions prominent political figures like Barack Obama, Xi
Jinping, Fidel Castro, and Nestor Kirchner. Geographic names are frequently used, including
continents (Europe, America, Africa) and specific countries (USA, China, Belgium, Italy, Spain,
Greece, Argentina, Cuba). (5) Fernandez's speech effectively utilizes common journalistic clichés
such as "American dream,” "Asian giants,” "champions of war," "the West," and "White House,"
highlighting her awareness of popular narratives. She also incorporates figurative language,
comparing the global economy to a stalled train, Wall Street to the heart of global finance,
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international financial funds to robbers, and global production to a generator of human well-being.
(5) Fernandez deftly connects Argentina's challenges with global issues, placing them within a
broader context of worldwide processes. She effectively moves from the specific to the general,
demonstrating a mature understanding of both her country's role and global politics. Her speech
showcases her high level of knowledge, intelligence, and education, coupled with an impressive
understanding of global and regional problems as well as Argentina's specific challenges. She
embodies the principle of "speaking about complex things in a simple way," where "simple"
doesn't mean simplistic but rather clear, reasoned, convincing, engaging, and lively. Her rich
vocabulary and masterful use of oratorical techniques allow her to communicate effectively and
achieve her goals.

Conclusion: Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner's final speech at the UN General Assembly
in 2015 exemplifies her political style. It was a powerful and direct address where she criticized
global financial institutions, the Obama administration's policies, and the hypocrisy of
international diplomacy. While prioritizing Argentina's interests, she emphasized the need for open
dialogue and cooperation within the international community. The speech delved into three key
themes: global challenges, Argentina's specific struggles, and the situation in Latin America.

Kirchner connected these issues, highlighting the interconnectedness of the world,
particularly through globalization and communication. She criticized US policies toward
Argentina and called for a more equitable approach to economic issues, urging global finance to
relinquish its control over the political process. Despite addressing challenging issues like debt,
economic struggles, and global conflicts, Fernandez remained optimistic. She celebrated the UN
General Assembly's resolution on restructuring external debt and advocated for a principle of
economic logic. Ultimately, the speech showcased her commitment to honesty, clear
communication, and finding solutions through dialogue and cooperation.
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