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Abstract. Reading comprehension is now understood to involve a dynamic interaction
between the reader and the text, rather than a passive process of text decoding. Critical reading
abilities are now essential in the information era, as students must manage a sea of material. In
order to promote deeper comprehension, critical thinking, and academic success, this research
examines the value of critical reading skills in secondary education. It looks at evidence-based
teaching practices for developing these abilities, analyzes the cognitive and academic advantages
of critical reading, and recognizes the difficulties faced by teachers in secondary education.
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YIAYUIHIEHUE HABBIKOB KPUTHUYECKOI'O UTEHUSA: HEOBXOIUMOCTD
OTTAYUBAHUSA HABBIKOB KPUTHYECKOI'O UTEHUS B CPEI[HEI71 HIKOJIE

Almomauuﬂ. B HacmoAauee e6pems HNnOHUMAHUe npoYunanHrHoco noHumaemcs Kak
ounamuveckoe 83aumooelicmeue Meofcdy yumamenem u mexKcmom, a He naccuembvlil npoyecc
Odexooupoganus mekcma. Kpumuueckue cnocoOnocmu K umeHuro ceudac HeoOXooumvl 6
UHDOPMAYUOHHYIO DNOXY, NOCKOAbKY VUAWUMCA NPUXOOUMCSA CHNpABISAMbCA C  O2POMHBIM
Koausvecmeom mamepuaid. Ymobvi cnocobcmeosamv  bonee Zle5OKOMy NOHUMAHUIO,
Kpumudeckomy MbIUIEHUIO u axKaoemu4ecKum ycnexam, 6 omom uccne0o8anuu
pacemampueaemcs YEHHOCMb HABbIKOB KPUMUYECKO20 YMEHUA 6 cpe()HeM 06pa306aHuu. B nem
pacemampusaromcs HayvHo obocHosanvie Memoosl 06yueHu}z paseumuro smux cnoco6ﬁocmeﬁ,
AHATUSUPYIOMCA KOCHUNMUBHbLE U axademuyeckue npeumywecmea KpumuiecKkoco 4YmeHusl u
npUu3Haromcs mpydﬂocmu, C KomopuimMu cmalkuearomcs ydumensd 6 cucmeme Cp@()H@ZO
00pazosanus.

Knrwueesvie cnosa: Kpumudeckoe uYmeHue, NnOHUMAHUe npodYunmaHHo2o, KpumuieckKkoe
MbluileHue, cpedHee 00pazosanue, UHGHOPMAYUOHHASL 2PAMOMHOCHIb.

Introduction

Academic achievement continues to be largely dependent on one's capacity for reading
comprehension, or deriving meaning from written material. But the needs of the twenty-first
century go beyond simple word decoding, making critical reading skills, one of the most useful
ones nowadays. A move toward critical reading—an active process that include dissecting,
challenging, and assessing the text—is imperative given the exponential expansion of information.

Reading basically consists of deciphering, analyzing, and assessing a text that include
textual symbols, signs, and visuals. Since reading is how most individuals gain knowledge
throughout their lives. It is because that, reading has a big impact on people's life, according to
Akin, F. et al. (2014). This is due to the fact that reading is essential for comprehension, meaning-
making, information retrieval, and the application of recently learned knowledge to
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communicative processes in written communication. Reading provides knowledge for self-
improvement and helps people adapt to their existing surroundings. Critical readers evaluate the
arguments' plausibility, pinpoint underlying presumptions, and interact with the author's goal.

With the help of this skill set, students can become astute information consumers who
promote independent thought and lifelong learning. Because the reading process has tended to be
characterized primarily as psychological, cognitive, and individual (Wallace, 2003).

A critical approach to education emphasizes helping students understand the reasoning
behind the texts they study. Unfortunately, this is not often stressed in language curricula in
secondary schools. Pupils lack comprehension of how has been applied vaguely, unclearly, or
poorly. Their reading comprehension is consequently hampered by their incapacity to understand
linguistic reasoning (Paul, R.W. 1990). McDonald (2004) defines that critical reading as an
alternative reading method that transcends common reading strategies like information processing
or an emotional response. Reading critically requires more time than the conventional reading
strategy because throughout the information process, students may summarize the author's ideas
or discussion and, in a personal response, they may draw a connection between the text's meaning
and their own experiences. This is also reflected in the way the educational system has developed.

The cognitive method, on the other hand, focuses on improving critical reading abilities.

Researchers are currently working to make critical reading skills more widely known in
educational settings ranging from kindergartens to universities, and as anticipated, the outcomes
are excellent as students' interests in reading are strongly correlated with these activities. When
teachers used some critical reading exercises in the classroom, students, especially the younger
ones, became more engaged in the reading material (http://oxelt.gl.oxfordshowandtell/ ). Making
comments and evaluating the text requires active communication, which is required while reading
critically. When reading critically, the current text is the starting point for further readings, and
previous readings are the starting point for the current text. Furthermore, the meaning of the text
continues to be transferred long after the reading process is finished. In this century of information
and production, these qualities of critical reading are more than sufficient (Akin, F. et al. 2014).

The Advantages of Fostering Critical Thinkers

Several studies have been conducted that highlight the numerous advantages of critical
reading proficiency for secondary school students. Understanding words on a page is only one
aspect of critical reading; other aspects include actively participating with the text, challenging
presumptions, evaluating arguments, and critically thinking about the data being provided. The
capacity to read and analyze texts critically is an essential talent in today's information-rich
environment, as it can have a favorable impact on comprehension, critical thinking, problem-
solving, and academic success. Readers can improve the cognitive skills required to manage
complex information, assess differing viewpoints, and participate in meaningful intellectual
discourse by practicing critical reading. This article examines the connections between critical
reading and academic success, problem-solving, critical thinking, and understanding. It also offers
tips on how people can effectively improve their critical reading abilities. Effective problem-
solving requires critical reading abilities because they allow people to evaluate information
critically, recognize important problems, and formulate well-informed solutions.
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This ability necessitates critical thinking, which can be forceful without being opinionated,
resolute without being stubborn, and analyzing without being judgmental (Facione, 2011).

As was previously mentioned, critical reading and critical thinking are closely related
because both require information analysis and evaluation, logical inference, and questioning of
presumptions. People can improve their critical thinking abilities by analyzing arguments, spotting
bias, and combining data from various sources by practicing critical reading. Through challenging
the presumptions, prejudices, and logical fallacies in the text, students refine their critical thinking
abilities. Students who fully absorb the variety of critical thinking skills will develop into more
independent, disciplined, and self-aware thinkers (Paul, R. & Elder, L., 2007).

By encouraging readers to actively interact with the text, assess the author's arguments, and
draw connections between concepts, critical reading fosters deep comprehension. Through critical
analysis, readers can identify underlying themes, gain a sophisticated knowledge of complex
subjects, and come to insightful conclusions. People can improve their understanding of texts,
hone their analytical thinking, and hone their interpretative ability by developing their critical
reading skills. The present objective of reading teaching is to help children develop critical literacy,
which entails getting them involved in creating and negotiating meanings as well as commenting
on and making connections (Wilhelm, Jeffrey D., 2002)

Academic success is largely dependent on critical reading since it helps students become
more adept at interacting critically with the subject, analyzing difficult texts, and formulating well-
reasoned arguments. Strong critical reading abilities help students evaluate information critically,
synthesize different viewpoints, and build well-supported arguments, all of which are necessary
for academic success. Students can apply science critical reading strategies to hone their advanced
skills (Boran, D. & Koray, O. 2023).

Developing Critical Reading Capabilities in Secondary Schools

During the course of a session, secondary school students can acquire critical reading
abilities through a variety of evidence-based teaching tactics that are used in the pre-reading,
during-reading, and post-reading activities. Predicting and expanding vocabulary are the most
successful pre-reading techniques, and they work well for both secondary school pupils and those
at higher levels. Students are given a number of questions to answer during the reading process,
such as "What is the main idea?" "How does the author support their argument?" "What evidence
is provided?". This can enhance students' comprehension and help them interact critically with the
literature. Even though annotations can be a useful tool for reading assignments, younger students
could find it challenging to annotate important passages and write notes in the margins. Finally, it
can be more fruitful and durable to leave comments and initiate a discussion after reading. By
enabling debates regarding the text, teachers can inspire students to express their opinions, ask
questions, and provide textual evidence to support their claims. This may lead to an increase in the
comprehension and critical thinking skills of the students.

Conclusion

In secondary education, critical reading abilities are no longer a secondary issue. They are
vital resources for encouraging critical thinking, advancing academic achievement, and navigating
the intricacies of the information era. Teachers may develop critical readers who actively engage
with material, gain knowledge, and become empowered learners by putting evidence-based
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teaching practices into practice. Students who want to use English for academic purposes in
situations relevant to their future education need to develop their critical thinking skills and
broaden their understanding of what it means to read and write critically in English. There are
studies on the nature and use of critical thinking in academic writing and reading, but few examine
the process of reading and writing critically from the perspectives of authors and readers. Once a
qualified candidate has been chosen for the process, they can teach intellectual knowledge to the
students, especially by using critical reading and writing skills. This is important because the
primary goal of education today is to create qualified teachers for the next generation. In this case,
the younger generation can use what they learn to their advantage and use it to support their future
academic pursuits.
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