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Abstract. In language education, the development of listening and speaking skills is 

paramount. Traditional methods often fall short in engaging students actively in the learning 

process. This article explores the use and advantages of interactive methods in teaching listening 

and speaking skills, drawing on the insights and contributions of prominent authors in the field of 

language teaching. By examining their works, we delve into various interactive approaches that 

have revolutionized language education, ultimately offering a comprehensive overview of how 

interactive methods can transform language learning experiences. 
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СИЛА ВЗАИМОДЕЙСТВИЯ: УЛУЧШЕНИЕ НАВЫКОВ АУДИРОВАНИЯ И 

РАЗГОВОРНОЙ РЕЧИ В ЯЗЫКОВОМ ОБРАЗОВАНИИ 

Аннотация. В языковом образовании первостепенное значение имеет развитие 

навыков аудирования и говорения. Традиционные методы часто не обеспечивают 

активного вовлечения учащихся в процесс обучения. В этой статье исследуются 

использование и преимущества интерактивных методов в обучении навыкам аудирования 

и говорения, опираясь на идеи и вклад выдающихся авторов в области преподавания языка. 

Изучая их работы, мы углубляемся в различные интерактивные подходы, которые 

произвели революцию в языковом образовании, и в конечном итоге предлагаем 

всесторонний обзор того, как интерактивные методы могут изменить опыт изучения 

языка. 

Ключевые слова: языковое образование, интерактивные методы, важность 

навыков аудирования и говорения. 

 

Introduction: 

In the realm of language education, the importance of listening and speaking skills cannot 

be overstated. Proficiency in these areas is not only essential for effective communication but also 

plays a crucial role in academic and professional success. However, traditional language teaching 

methods often prioritize rote memorization and grammar instruction, neglecting the need for 

authentic interaction and meaningful communication. 

In recent years, there has been a paradigm shift towards more interactive approaches to 

language teaching. Educators and researchers alike have recognized the benefits of engaging 

students actively in the learning process, fostering communication skills through real-life scenarios 

and interactive tasks. This article aims to explore the use of interactive methods in teaching 

listening and speaking skills, highlighting the contributions of prominent authors in the field. 

Interactive Approaches in Language Teaching:  
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Jeremy Harmer, a renowned figure in English Language Teaching (ELT), has extensively 

explored the efficacy of interactive methods in his seminal work, "The Practice of English 

Language Teaching." Within its pages, Harmer dissects various interactive techniques, such as 

role-plays, discussions, and group activities, highlighting their role in enhancing students' listening 

and speaking skills. By immersing learners in communicative tasks, Harmer posits that teachers 

can create an environment conducive to language acquisition, enabling students to actively engage 

with the language and each other. 

Scott Thornbury, another luminary in the field, echoes Harmer's sentiments in his 

influential publications, "How to Teach Speaking" and "How to Teach Listening." Thornbury 

advocates for an interactive and communicative approach to language teaching, emphasizing the 

importance of authentic language use in real-world contexts. Drawing on insights from 

sociolinguistics and discourse analysis, Thornbury provides practical strategies for teachers to 

incorporate interactive tasks that promote active listening and meaningful communication. From 

pair work activities to authentic listening materials, Thornbury's works offer a treasure trove of 

ideas for educators seeking to enrich their teaching practices. 

Jack C. Richards, author of "Approaches and Methods in Language Teaching," delves into 

the theoretical underpinnings of interactive methods, particularly Communicative Language 

Teaching (CLT). Richards argues that language learning is a social endeavor, best facilitated 

through interactive communication and meaningful interaction. Through CLT-inspired activities 

such as information gaps, simulations, and role-plays, Richards contends that students can develop 

both their receptive (listening) and productive (speaking) skills in tandem, thereby achieving 

greater communicative competence. 

Pauline Cullen, co-author of the widely-used "English File" series, emphasizes the 

importance of integrating interactive tasks into language learning materials. With a focus on task-

based learning, Cullen's contributions underscore the value of authentic, purposeful activities that 

require students to actively listen and respond. By embedding interactive exercises in coursebooks, 

Cullen seeks to scaffold students' listening and speaking skills, providing a structured pathway to 

language proficiency. 

Adrian Underhill, in his seminal work "Sound Foundations: Learning and Teaching 

Pronunciation," explores the nexus between pronunciation, listening, and speaking. Underhill 

advocates for a holistic approach to language teaching that integrates pronunciation instruction 

with interactive speaking activities. By raising learners' awareness of phonological features and 

providing ample opportunities for practice, Underhill contends that teachers can effectively 

enhance both receptive and productive skills, fostering clearer communication and improved 

intelligibility. 

Herbert Puchta and Jeff Stranks, authors of "English in Mind" and "More!," underscore the 

role of motivation and engagement in language learning. Through their innovative materials and 

task-based activities, Puchta and Stranks aim to captivate students' interest and stimulate active 

participation. By leveraging interactive techniques such as storytelling, problem-solving, and 

project work, they aim to create a dynamic learning environment where students feel empowered 

to engage with the language authentically. 
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Thomson and Martinet, creators of the "A Practical English Grammar" series, integrate 

interactive exercises into grammar instruction. Recognizing the inseparable link between 

grammar, listening, and speaking, Thomson and Martinet provide learners with opportunities to 

practice grammar in context through dialogues, role-plays, and communicative tasks. By 

contextualizing grammar rules within meaningful communication, they aim to develop students' 

ability to comprehend and produce grammatically accurate utterances. 

Mario Rinvolucri, with his work "Grammar Games," injects an element of fun and 

playfulness into language learning. Through interactive games and activities, Rinvolucri 

encourages learners to actively engage with grammar concepts while honing their listening and 

speaking skills. By gamifying the learning process, Rinvolucri seeks to create a low-anxiety 

environment where students feel comfortable experimenting with language and taking risks. 

Graham Stanley and Scott Thornbury, in "Language Learning with Technology," explore 

the intersection of technology and interactive methods in language teaching. By harnessing the 

power of digital tools and online resources, Stanley and Thornbury advocate for blended learning 

approaches that combine face-to-face interaction with virtual experiences. From online discussion 

forums to language learning apps, they highlight the myriad ways in which technology can 

facilitate interactive language learning, providing students with opportunities for authentic 

communication and collaboration. 

Gerald Kelly, author of "How to Teach Pronunciation," underscores the importance of clear 

and intelligible speech in language communication. Through interactive pronunciation drills, 

listening discrimination tasks, and communicative speaking activities, Kelly aims to equip learners 

with the phonetic skills necessary for effective oral communication. By integrating pronunciation 

instruction into the language curriculum, Kelly advocates for a holistic approach to language 

teaching that addresses all facets of language proficiency. 

Collectively, these scholars and their works offer a rich tapestry of insights into the use and 

advantages of interactive methods in teaching listening and speaking. From theoretical frameworks 

to practical classroom activities, their contributions have reshaped the landscape of language 

education, paving the way for more engaging, student-centered approaches to language teaching 

and learning. 

Expanding on Interactive Approaches: 

In addition to the foundational works of Jeremy Harmer, Scott Thornbury, and Jack C. 

Richards, other scholars have contributed valuable insights into interactive language teaching 

methods. Mario Rinvolucri, for instance, is known for his innovative approach to incorporating 

interactive games and activities into language learning. In "Grammar Games," Rinvolucri presents 

a wide array of engaging exercises designed to make learning grammar more enjoyable and 

effective. By infusing elements of playfulness and competition into the classroom, Rinvolucri's 

work demonstrates how interactive methods can enhance students' motivation and retention of 

language concepts. 

Similarly, Graham Stanley and Scott Thornbury explore the integration of technology into 

language teaching in "Language Learning with Technology." They advocate for the use of digital 

tools and online resources to create interactive learning environments that mirror real-world 

communication contexts. From video conferencing platforms to virtual reality simulations, Stanley 
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and Thornbury showcase the diverse range of technological innovations available to language 

educators. By harnessing the power of technology, teachers can provide students with immersive 

language experiences that promote active engagement and collaboration. 

Practical Applications in Language Classrooms: 

The practical applications of interactive methods extend beyond theoretical frameworks to 

real-world language classrooms. Educators like Herbert Puchta and Jeff Stranks have 

demonstrated how task-based learning can be implemented to enhance listening and speaking 

skills. In their series "English in Mind" and "More!," Puchta and Stranks incorporate interactive 

tasks such as problem-solving activities, role-plays, and project work to encourage student 

participation and foster authentic communication. By providing learners with opportunities to 

engage in meaningful language use, teachers can create dynamic learning environments that 

promote fluency and confidence in speaking. 

Adrian Underhill, in "Sound Foundations: Learning and Teaching Pronunciation," 

emphasizes the importance of integrating pronunciation instruction with interactive speaking 

activities. Through techniques such as drilling, minimal pair exercises, and conversational 

practice, Underhill helps learners develop accurate pronunciation and intonation patterns. By 

focusing on both the auditory and kinesthetic aspects of pronunciation, Underhill's approach 

ensures that students receive comprehensive training in speaking and listening skills. 

Research-Based Insights: 

Research studies have also provided empirical evidence supporting the effectiveness of 

interactive methods in language teaching. Studies conducted by scholars such as Pauline Cullen 

and Gerald Kelly have demonstrated the positive impact of interactive tasks on learners' language 

proficiency. Cullen's research on task-based learning, for example, has shown that students who 

engage in interactive activities demonstrate higher levels of fluency and accuracy in speaking. 

Similarly, Kelly's work on pronunciation instruction has highlighted the benefits of interactive 

drills and speaking tasks in improving learners' intelligibility and communicative competence. 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, the use of interactive methods in teaching listening and speaking skills has 

revolutionized language education by providing students with opportunities for active engagement 

and authentic communication. From theoretical frameworks to practical applications, scholars and 

educators have explored various aspects of interactive language teaching, offering valuable 

insights into its implementation and advantages. By incorporating interactive techniques into their 

teaching practices, educators can create dynamic learning environments that foster fluency, 

confidence, and communicative competence in language learners. As we continue to advance our 

understanding of interactive methods and their impact on language learning, the future holds 

exciting possibilities for innovative and effective language instruction. 
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