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Abstract. Social media has revolutionized communication, influencing language in 

various ways. Online platforms encourage linguistic innovation, introduce new slang, and 

reshape grammar and spelling norms. While social media fosters global communication and 

promotes linguistic diversity, it also raises concerns about the simplification of language and the 

decline of formal writing skills. This paper explores the impact of social media on language 

evolution, its effects on communication styles, and the balance between linguistic creativity and 

language preservation. 
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ВЛИЯНИЕ СОЦИАЛЬНЫХ СЕТЕЙ НА ЯЗЫК 

Аннотация. Социальные сети произвели революцию в коммуникации, повлияв на 

язык различными способами. Онлайн-платформы поощряют языковые инновации, вводят 

новый сленг и изменяют нормы грамматики и орфографии. Хотя социальные сети 

способствуют глобальной коммуникации и языковому разнообразию, они также 

вызывают обеспокоенность по поводу упрощения языка и снижения уровня формальных 

письменных навыков. В данной статье рассматривается влияние социальных сетей на 

эволюцию языка, их воздействие на стили общения и необходимость баланса между 

языковым творчеством и сохранением языка. 

Ключевые слова: Социальные сети, Эволюция языка, Онлайн-коммуникация, Сленг, 

Цифровая грамотность, Языковые изменения, Стили общения. 

 

Introduction 

The rise of social media has significantly transformed the way people communicate.  

Platforms such as Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok have introduced new linguistic 

patterns, influencing vocabulary, grammar, and even pronunciation.  
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The fast-paced nature of social media promotes brevity and creativity, encouraging users 

to develop abbreviations, emojis, and internet slang. However, this linguistic transformation 

raises questions about the long-term effects on formal language proficiency and traditional 

communication standards. This paper examines the influence of social media on language, 

highlighting both the positive and negative aspects of this digital linguistic shift. 

Literature review and method 

The development of modern information technologies, in particular social networks, has 

significantly changed the attitude towards and use of language. Numerous studies show that 

users communicating through social media networks (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, TikTok, 

etc.), especially among young people, have increased the violation of official language norms, 

the widespread use of abbreviations and emojis. In his work “Language and the Internet”, 

Crystal (2006) studied the specific features of Internet language (netspeak) and highlighted how 

this new style affects speech processes. Baron (2008) also notes that correspondence on social 

media is simpler, shorter and more similar to oral speech than formal written language. 

Other researchers have studied the development of language in a cultural context through 

the emergence of new lexical units, hashtags, meme culture and code-mixing phenomena on 

social media. They believe that this process has positive aspects, as it makes language flexible, 

lively and dynamic. At the same time, some experts, including Thurlow and Mroczek, emphasize 

the negative consequences of social media, such as the lack of clarity of expression in the 

language, and the lack of attention to grammatical norms. In conclusion, the literature shows that 

social media is a cause of language change, and this process is complex and multifaceted.  

Among these changes, both the enrichment of the language and the disappearance of 

certain normative trends are noticeable. 

Results 

Research indicates that social media has led to a surge in linguistic innovation. The use of 

emojis and internet slang has created new forms of digital expression, enhancing communication 

efficiency. Acronyms such as 'LOL' (laugh out loud) and 'BRB' (be right back) have become 

widely recognized, transcending cultural and linguistic barriers. Additionally, social media has 

given rise to phonetic spelling, creative word formations, and language blending, contributing to 

linguistic hybridity. Despite these innovations, concerns persist about the deterioration of formal 

language skills. Studies suggest that frequent exposure to informal writing styles may hinder 

users’ ability to engage in structured academic or professional communication.  
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Misspellings, grammatical errors, and reduced punctuation usage have become 

increasingly common in digital discourse, raising concerns among educators and linguists. 

Discussions 

The impact of social media on language is multifaceted. On one hand, it fosters linguistic 

creativity and facilitates global communication, allowing diverse linguistic influences to merge.  

On the other hand, it challenges traditional language structures and formal writing 

conventions. Social media-driven language changes often prioritize efficiency over grammatical 

accuracy, contributing to a generational shift in language perception. Furthermore, language 

adaptation varies across demographics; younger generations are more inclined to embrace digital 

linguistics, while older generations may struggle to adapt to evolving communication norms. 

To address these challenges, digital literacy programs can play a crucial role in 

maintaining a balance between linguistic innovation and formal language proficiency.  

Encouraging students to distinguish between casual online language and academic or 

professional communication can help mitigate the negative impact of social media on language 

skills. Additionally, acknowledging the value of internet language as a cultural and linguistic 

phenomenon can lead to a better understanding of modern communication trends. 

Conclusion 

Social media is a powerful force shaping language, introducing new expressions and 

altering traditional communication styles. While it enriches linguistic diversity and enhances 

global interaction, it also presents challenges to formal language proficiency. Striking a balance 

between digital linguistic innovation and traditional language standards is essential to maintain 

effective communication in both informal and formal settings. 
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