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Abstract. Social media has revolutionized communication, influencing language in
various ways. Online platforms encourage linguistic innovation, introduce new slang, and
reshape grammar and spelling norms. While social media fosters global communication and
promotes linguistic diversity, it also raises concerns about the simplification of language and the
decline of formal writing skills. This paper explores the impact of social media on language
evolution, its effects on communication styles, and the balance between linguistic creativity and
language preservation.
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BJIMSTHUE COLIMAJIBHBIX CETEN HA SI3BIK

AHHomauu;l. COLjMaJZbele cemu npouseeiu pesoJNIYU 6 KOMMYHUKAUYUU, NO6IUAE HA
A3bIK paA3TUYHbIMU cnocobamu. OHﬂaﬂH'nﬂamd)Oprl noowpAn A3blKOBble UHHOBAYUUU, 86004AM
HOBBLUL CleHe U USMEHSIIOM HOPpMbl epammamuxu u opgoepaguu. Xoms coyuanvhvie cemu
Cl’lOCO6Cﬂ’l€yl0m 2n00a1bHoU KOMMYHUKayuu u sA3b6lKO60OMY pa3H006pa3ui0, OHU makoce
8bI3bIBAIOM 00ECNOKOCHHOCMb NO noeody ynpouiernusl A3blKad U CHUJNCEHUA YPOBHA ¢OpMaJZbelx
NUCbMEHHbIX HABbIKO8. B dannoil cmamove pacemampueaemcs 61usHue COYyualbHblX cemell Ha
I60NIOYUIO SI3bIKA, UX BO30elCmeue HA CMuiu 0OweHUus U HeoOX0OUMOCmb OANIAHCA MeHCOy

A3bIKOBbIM MEOPUeCn8OM U COXPAHEHUEM S3blKA.

Knroueswie cnosa: Coyuanvrvle cemu, Ieonoyus azvika, Onnatn-kommynuxkayus, Cuene,

Lugposas epamomnocmo, A3zvikosvie usmenenus, Cmuau odueHus.

Introduction

The rise of social media has significantly transformed the way people communicate.

Platforms such as Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok have introduced new linguistic
patterns, influencing vocabulary, grammar, and even pronunciation.
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The fast-paced nature of social media promotes brevity and creativity, encouraging users
to develop abbreviations, emojis, and internet slang. However, this linguistic transformation
raises questions about the long-term effects on formal language proficiency and traditional
communication standards. This paper examines the influence of social media on language,
highlighting both the positive and negative aspects of this digital linguistic shift.

Literature review and method

The development of modern information technologies, in particular social networks, has
significantly changed the attitude towards and use of language. Numerous studies show that
users communicating through social media networks (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, TikTok,
etc.), especially among young people, have increased the violation of official language norms,
the widespread use of abbreviations and emojis. In his work “Language and the Internet”,
Crystal (2006) studied the specific features of Internet language (netspeak) and highlighted how
this new style affects speech processes. Baron (2008) also notes that correspondence on social
media is simpler, shorter and more similar to oral speech than formal written language.

Other researchers have studied the development of language in a cultural context through
the emergence of new lexical units, hashtags, meme culture and code-mixing phenomena on
social media. They believe that this process has positive aspects, as it makes language flexible,
lively and dynamic. At the same time, some experts, including Thurlow and Mroczek, emphasize
the negative consequences of social media, such as the lack of clarity of expression in the
language, and the lack of attention to grammatical norms. In conclusion, the literature shows that
social media is a cause of language change, and this process is complex and multifaceted.

Among these changes, both the enrichment of the language and the disappearance of

certain normative trends are noticeable.

Results

Research indicates that social media has led to a surge in linguistic innovation. The use of
emojis and internet slang has created new forms of digital expression, enhancing communication
efficiency. Acronyms such as 'LOL" (laugh out loud) and 'BRB' (be right back) have become
widely recognized, transcending cultural and linguistic barriers. Additionally, social media has
given rise to phonetic spelling, creative word formations, and language blending, contributing to
linguistic hybridity. Despite these innovations, concerns persist about the deterioration of formal
language skills. Studies suggest that frequent exposure to informal writing styles may hinder

users’ ability to engage in structured academic or professional communication.
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Misspellings, grammatical errors, and reduced punctuation usage have become

increasingly common in digital discourse, raising concerns among educators and linguists.

Discussions

The impact of social media on language is multifaceted. On one hand, it fosters linguistic
creativity and facilitates global communication, allowing diverse linguistic influences to merge.

On the other hand, it challenges traditional language structures and formal writing
conventions. Social media-driven language changes often prioritize efficiency over grammatical
accuracy, contributing to a generational shift in language perception. Furthermore, language
adaptation varies across demographics; younger generations are more inclined to embrace digital
linguistics, while older generations may struggle to adapt to evolving communication norms.

To address these challenges, digital literacy programs can play a crucial role in
maintaining a balance between linguistic innovation and formal language proficiency.

Encouraging students to distinguish between casual online language and academic or
professional communication can help mitigate the negative impact of social media on language
skills. Additionally, acknowledging the value of internet language as a cultural and linguistic

phenomenon can lead to a better understanding of modern communication trends.

Conclusion

Social media is a powerful force shaping language, introducing new expressions and
altering traditional communication styles. While it enriches linguistic diversity and enhances
global interaction, it also presents challenges to formal language proficiency. Striking a balance
between digital linguistic innovation and traditional language standards is essential to maintain

effective communication in both informal and formal settings.

REFERENCES

1. Crystal, D. (2008). Txtng: The Gr8 Db8. Oxford University Press.

2. Baron, N. S. (2008). Always On: Language in an Online and Mobile World. Oxford
University Press.

3. Thurlow, C., & Mroczek, K. (2011). Digital Discourse: Language in the New Media.
Oxford University Press.

4. Tagliamonte, S. (2016). Teen Talk: The Language of Adolescents. Cambridge University

Press.

1076



