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Abstract. In today's era of rapidly advancing international scientific collaboration and 

business, specialized foreign language courses are gaining popularity. These courses follow the 

approach known as English for Specific Purposes (ESP), which involves tailoring language 

instruction to meet the specific linguistic and communicative needs of learners. This approach 

emphasizes adjusting the course content to align with the learners' professional aspirations, 

preferred learning styles, and future plans. Prior to designing the ESP course, it is essential to 

conduct a thorough needs analysis, including identifying the learners' anticipated professional 

contexts and analyzing the language used within these contexts. 
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СУЩНОСТЬ АНГЛИЙСКОГО ЯЗЫКА ДЛЯ КОНКРЕТНЫХ ЦЕЛЕЙ 

Аннотация. В современную эпоху стремительно развивающегося международного 

научного сотрудничества и бизнеса все большую популярность набирают 

специализированные курсы иностранных языков. Эти курсы следуют подходу, известному 

как «Английский язык для специальных целей» (ESP), который предполагает адаптацию 

языкового обучения для удовлетворения конкретных языковых и коммуникативных 

потребностей учащихся. Этот подход делает упор на корректировку содержания курса в 

соответствии с профессиональными устремлениями учащихся, предпочтительными 

стилями обучения и планами на будущее. Прежде чем разрабатывать курс ESP, важно 

провести тщательный анализ потребностей, включая определение предполагаемого 

профессионального контекста учащихся и анализ языка, используемого в этих контекстах. 

Ключевые слова: международное научное сотрудничество и бизнес, потенциальные 

работодатели, английский для специальных целей. 

 

 Information regarding students' needs can be gathered through questionnaires, interviews, 

and discussions involving both students and their prospective employers. These data collection 

methods aim to enhance the effectiveness of the teaching process. This study aims to provide both 

theoretical and practical foundations for ESP methodology, distinguishing it from General English 

courses and discussing the methodological implications for language instructors. Equipping a 

student to perform proficiently in their current or prospective professional environment hinges on 

a meticulously planned and effectively executed course of English for Specific Purposes (ESP). 

Developing and implementing an ESP curriculum for university-level students poses a 

challenge for English language instructors, who must address various tasks related to course 

organization, including defining the course objectives, selecting appropriate content, and choosing 

suitable teaching methodologies and techniques to facilitate the acquisition of specialized 
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vocabulary and language structures necessary for specific contexts. This paper provides both 

theoretical and practical foundations for teaching a foreign language for specific purposes, 

discussing the unique objectives of ESP courses and the distinguishing features that set them apart 

from General English courses. Additionally, it offers methodological insights for language 

instructors derived from these findings. 

What is ESP?  

Hutchinson and Waters (1987, p. 19) characterize ESP as "an approach to language learning 

centered on learner needs." They emphasize that all decisions regarding content and methodology 

in ESP are driven by the learner's rationale for acquiring a foreign language. Dudley Evans and St 

John (1998, p. 5) define ESP in terms of both absolute and variable characteristics. Absolute 

characteristics include: 

1. ESP tailored to meet specific learner needs. 

2. ESP aligns with the methodology and activities of the relevant discipline. 

3. ESP focuses on language pertinent to disciplinary activities, encompassing grammar, 

vocabulary, register, study skills, discourse, and genre. 

Variable characteristics encompass: 

1. ESP may be discipline-specific. 

2. ESP may employ distinct methodologies compared to General English, particularly in 

certain teaching contexts. 

3. ESP typically targets adult learners at tertiary institutions or in professional settings, though 

it may also cater to secondary school students. 

4. ESP is generally designed for intermediate to advanced language learners. 

5. Most ESP courses assume a foundational understanding of the language system. 

Strevens (1988) modified this definition, removing the contrast with General English and 

incorporating additional variable characteristics. Key features of the ESP approach, as emphasized 

by these scholars, include learner needs analysis, target situation analysis to identify features of 

the relevant discipline or occupation, and discourse analysis to examine language usage within 

disciplinary contexts. Employing these procedures aims to develop ESP courses that effectively 

prepare learners for communication in their professional endeavors or academic pursuits (Dudley-

Evans and St John, 1998, pp. 2-4; Hutchinson and Waters, 1987, pp. 6-8; Johns and Price-

Machado, 2001, p. 44). 

The difference between English for Specific Purposes and General English 

The distinction between English for Specific Purposes (ESP) and General English, as noted 

by Hutchinson and Waters (1987, p. 53), is theoretically minimal but practically significant. 

Historically, General English courses often lacked needs analysis, with teachers rarely 

assessing their students' purposes for learning English. However, contemporary teaching practices 

prioritize needs analysis, marking a notable influence of the ESP approach on General English 

instruction. Teachers now tailor syllabi based on learners' needs, whether through selecting 

appropriate textbooks or creating custom materials. 

The primary disparity between ESP and General English lies in the learners and their 

motivations. ESP students are typically adults with some prior English proficiency and familiarity 

with relevant content areas that ESP teachers may not possess. These learners require English skills 
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for professional communication, specifically to perform job-related tasks. ESP emphasizes 

language usage within authentic professional contexts, contrasting with General English's focus 

on grammar and vocabulary unrelated to learners' core subjects. 

According to Dudley-Evans and St John (1998, p. 4), ESP courses should reflect the 

methodologies of the respective disciplines or professions they serve. Consequently, designing an 

ESP course necessitates a thorough needs analysis, encompassing students' current or prospective 

occupations and target language usage. Johns and Price-Machado (2001, p. 49) suggest several 

methods for needs analysis, including questionnaires for students, academic teachers, and 

employers; interviews with stakeholders; job shadowing; and students' notes. 

Furthermore, ESP course preparation should involve analyzing students' linguistic 

proficiency and communicative skills at the outset (present situation analysis) and ongoing 

assessment of their evolving learning needs (learning needs analysis). Adjustments to teaching 

materials, methods, and techniques may arise from this ongoing analysis to ensure effective 

language instruction tailored to students' requirements. 

After conducting the aforementioned analyses, the instructor must make decisions 

regarding: 

• the educational content, including texts and various linguistic components to be covered 

throughout the course; 

• the syllabus structure; 

• the teaching methodologies; 

• the selection or creation of teaching materials; 

• the emphasis on particular skills acquisition. 

3. What is the role of the ESP teacher (practitioner)? In ESP instruction, the role of the teacher 

or ESP practitioner (Swales, 1988) is distinct, encompassing five crucial functions: 

• teaching (pedagogy); 

• designing the course and selecting or preparing teaching materials; 

• collaborating with academic instructors and/or employers; 

• conducting analyses of students' needs, target situations, and discourse; 

• assessing students' progress and evaluating the course's effectiveness. 

The range of tasks assigned to ESP teachers sets them apart from General English 

instructors, who typically follow a predetermined curriculum based on a chosen textbook. Dudley 

Evans and St John (1998) outline the ESP teacher's role as: 

1. Teacher; 

2. Collaborator; 

3. Course designer and materials provider; 

4. Researcher;  

5. Evaluator. 

While the first role aligns with that of a General English teacher, it's the necessity for 

fulfilling the other four roles that distinguishes ESP teaching. To effectively address learners' 

specific needs and align with the methodologies of their respective disciplines, ESP practitioners 

must familiarize themselves with the relevant subject matter and understand the professional 
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challenges associated with it. Collaboration with subject matter experts and course participants, 

who may possess deeper knowledge of specialized content, can be invaluable. 

Although ESP teachers don't necessarily require expertise in the subject matter, they can 

leverage students' existing knowledge to create authentic communicative scenarios, such as 

seeking clarification on terminology and concepts. 

One challenge ESP teachers encounter is assessing and determining the degree of 

specificity required in instructional materials. Considering all these factors is crucial when 

selecting and assessing teaching materials (Tomlinson, 1998). Fortunately, within the medical 

field, numerous textbooks are available that directly align with the discipline's topics and language. 

However, teaching the nuances of written academic discourse specific to medicine requires 

ESP teachers to delve into this type of language and develop materials and activities accordingly. 

This task fulfills the ESP practitioner's role as a "researcher," ensuring that students receive suitable 

materials. The role of the ESP practitioner as an "evaluator" involves continuously assessing 

students' progress and the effectiveness of ESP courses. 

What is the methodology of ESP? In ESP instruction, the choice of teaching methods and 

techniques hinges primarily on students' linguistic and communicative needs, the specificity of 

texts (discourse) utilized in current and target situations, students' learning methods and strategies, 

and the contextual elements of language teaching. Understanding and utilizing logical connectors 

like "moreover," "however," and "therefore," as well as structures indicating cause and effect, are 

crucial for producing cohesive texts and enhancing their comprehension. In spoken discourse, the 

usage of discourse markers such as "well," "oh," "right," and "I mean" plays a significant role 

(Dudley Evans and St John, 1998, p. 88). 

The terms "hedging" or "vague" language refer to the cautious expression of opinions by 

writers or speakers, demonstrating a tentative commitment to their statements (Hyland, 2004, p. 

109). Employing hedging softens the utterance, making it more polite and less susceptible to 

criticism from readers or interlocutors. This can be achieved through the use of modal verbs (may, 

might, can, could), certain adjectives (likely, probable), and select verbs (suggest, appear to, seem 

to, tend to). For instance, transforming a definite statement like "The ideal of building development 

is associated with the adherence to different policy ..." into a cautious utterance using "tend to" 

yields: "The ideal of building development tends to be associated with the adherence to different 

policy goals ..." (Jordan, 1997, p. 248). 

Conclusion 

This paper's examination of teaching methodologies for foreign language special purposes 

underscores their direct correlation with three key factors: learners' needs, target situations, and 

the language employed in these contexts. Analyzing these factors empowers ESP teachers to 

establish teaching objectives, select suitable syllabi, determine appropriate teaching content, and 

employ effective teaching methods and materials. ESP instruction should be anchored in a 

functional syllabus geared toward developing communicative competence relevant to the target 

profession. Collaborative teaching involving both subject specialists and language instructors 

appears to be the most effective approach. Specialists contribute subject-specific knowledge, 

materials, and guest lectures, while language teachers address linguistic challenges and train 

students in relevant communicative skills. 
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Teaching ESP poses a multifaceted challenge, demanding not only expertise in language 

teaching methodology but also familiarity with students' specialized disciplines. Furthermore, ESP 

instructors must demonstrate flexibility in decision-making and remain receptive to student 

feedback and opinions. 

 

  REFERENCES  

1. Bhatia, V. K. 1993. Analysing genre - Language Use in Professional Settings. London: 

Longman. 

2. Bhatia, V. K. 2008. Genre analysis, ESP and professional practice. English for Specific 

Purposes, 27, pp. 161-174. 

3. Dudley-Evans   T.,  St  John   M.  J.   1998.  Developments  in   English  for   Specific  

Purposes.  A   multi-disciplinary  

4. approach. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

5. Hansen, K. 1988. Rhetoric and epistemology in the social sciences: A contrast of two 

representative texts. In D. A.  

6. Joliffe (Ed.), Writing in Academic Disciplines: Advances in Writing Research. Norwood. 

7. Hutchinson T., Waters A. 1987. English for Specific Purposes. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

8. Hyland,   K.  2004.  Disciplinary  Discourses:   Social  Interactions  in   Academic   Writing  

(2nd  ed.).   Michigan:  The  

9. University of Michigan Press. 

10. Johns A. M., Price-Machado D. 2001.  English for Specific  Purposes (ESP):  Tailoring  

Courses to  Students  Needs  

11. and to the Outside World. In M. Celce-Murcia (Ed.),  Teaching English  as a Second  or 

Foreign  Language.  

12. Heinle & Heinle, London. 

13. Jabborova Aziza Jobirovna. (2023). THE CATEGORY OF ASPECT IN ENGLISH 

GRAMMAR. Academia Science Repository, 4(05), 10–27. Retrieved from 

http://academiascience.com/index.php/repo/article/view/443 

14. Jabborova, A. (2023). THE CATEGORY OF VOICE IN ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 

Modern Science and Research, 2(7), 430–433. Retrieved from 

https://inlibrary.uz/index.php/science-research/article/view/22266  

15. Jabborova, A. (2023). WHAT IS DESIGN THINKING?. Talqin Va Tadqiqotlar, 1(13). 

извлечено от http://talqinvatadqiqotlar.uz/index.php/tvt/article/view/941 

16. Jabborova, A. (2023). THE CATEGORY OF PERSON IN ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 

Modern Science and Research, 2(8), 367–375. Retrieved from 

https://inlibrary.uz/index.php/science-research/article/view/23467 

17. Jabborova, A. (2023). THE CATEGORY OF PERSON IN ENGLISH GRAMMAR, THE 

ANALYSIS OF THEIR USE IN “LOVУ OF LIFE” WRITTEN BY JACK LONDON. 

Modern Science and Research, 2(9), 97–108. Retrieved from 

https://inlibrary.uz/index.php/science-research/article/view/24087 



ISSN: 

2181-3906 

2024 

                                                                         International scientific journal 

                                      «MODERN SCIENCE АND RESEARCH» 
                                                         VOLUME 3 / ISSUE 2 / UIF:8.2 / MODERNSCIENCE.UZ 

 

 

      493 

 

18. Johns A. M., Price-Machado D. 2001.  English for Specific  Purposes (ESP):  Tailoring  

Courses to  Students  Needs and to the Outside World. In M. Celce-Murcia (Ed.),  

Teaching English  as a Second  or Foreign  Language. Heinle & Heinle, London. 

19. Ollomurodov Arjunbek Orifjonovich. (2023). Metaphoric Analysis of “The Kite Runner” 

by Khaled Hosseini. American Journal of Language, Literacy and Learning in STEM 

Education (2993-2769), 1(10), 573–578. Retrieved from 

https://grnjournal.us/index.php/STEM/article/view/2175 

20. Ollomurodov, A. (2024). REFLECTION OF HUMAN PSYCHOLOGICAL AND 

EMOTIONAL STATE IN LITERARY DISCOURSE. Modern Science and Research, 

3(1), 600–606. 

21. Orifjonovich, O. A. (2024). INSON PSIXOLOGIK-EMOTSIONAL HOLATINING 

BADIIY DISKURSDA AKS ETTIRILISHI. 

22. Ollomurodov Arjunbek Orifjonovich. (2023). LANGUAGE AND SOCIETY IN 

CINEMATIC DISCOURSE. International Journal Of Literature And Languages, 3(12), 

44–50. https://doi.org/10.37547/ijll/Volume03Issue12-09 

23. Ollomurodov, A. (2023). COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE TRANSLATION OF 

CONCEPTUAL METAPHORS IN UZBEK AND ENGLISH. Modern Science and 

Research, 2(12), 608-614. 

24. Orifjonovich, O. A. (2023). The Main Features of Conceptual Metaphors in Modern 

Linguistics. American Journal of Language, Literacy and Learning in STEM Education 

(2993-2769), 1(9), 365-371. 

25. Orifjonovich, O. A. (2023). INGLIZ VA OZBEK TILIDAGI KONSEPTUAL 

METAFORALAR TARJIMASINING QIYOSIY TAHLILI. 

26. Ollomurodov, A. (2023). CINEMA DISCOURSE ANALYSIS AND THEORETICAL 

FOUNDATIONS IN LINGUISTICS. Modern Science and Research, 2(10), 500-505. 

27. Ollomurodov, A. (2023). MULTIDISCIPLINARY AND INTERDISCIPLINARY 

STUDY OF METAPHOR. Modern Science and Research, 2(9), 136-139. 

28. Orifjonovich, O. A. (2023). METAFORANING KO'P TARMOQLI VA FANLARARO 

O'RGANILISHI. 

29. Orifjonovich, O. A. (2023). KINODISKURS LINGVISTIK SISTEMANING BIR 

QISMI SIFATIDA. O'ZBEKISTONDA FANLARARO INNOVATSIYALAR VA ILMIY 

TADQIQOTLAR JURNALI, 2(23), 208-211. 

30. Orifjonovich, O. A. (2023). Cognitive-Discursive Approach to the Analysis Of Film 

Discourse. International Journal Of Literature And Languages, 3(10), 25-31. 

31. Sulaymonovna, Q. N., Tashpulatovna, K. M., & Orifjonovich, O. A. (2023). COGNITIVE 

AND LINGUOCULTURAL CHARACTERISTICS OF. VOLUME, 3, 30-35. 

32. Sulaymonovna, Q. N., & Orifjonovich, O. A. (2023). XOLID HUSAYNIYNING 

ASARLARI TARJIMALARIDA KONSEPTUAL METAFORALAR TALQINI VA. 

33. Sulaymonovna, Q. N., Tashpulatovna, K. M., & Orifjonovich, O. A. (2023). COGNITIVE 

AND LINGUOCULTURAL CHARACTERISTICS OF METAPHORS. Finland 

International Scientific Journal of Education, Social Science & Humanities, 11(3), 849-

854. 



ISSN: 

2181-3906 

2024 

                                                                         International scientific journal 

                                      «MODERN SCIENCE АND RESEARCH» 
                                                         VOLUME 3 / ISSUE 2 / UIF:8.2 / MODERNSCIENCE.UZ 

 

 

      494 

 

34. Sulaymonovna, Q. N., & Orifjonovich, O. A. (2023, May). XOLID HUSAYNIYNING 

ASARLARI TARJIMALARIDA KONSEPTUAL METAFORALAR TALQINI VA 

TAHLILI. In Integration Conference on Integration of Pragmalinguistics, Functional 

Translation Studies and Language Teaching Processes (pp. 147-150). 

35. Sulaymonovna, Q. N., & Orifjonovich, O. A. (2022). KONSEPTUAL 

METAFORALARNING LINGVOMADANIY HAMDA KOGNITIV 

XUSUSIYATLARI VA TIL TARAQQIYOTIDA TUTGAN ORNI. Scientific Impulse, 

1(3), 594-600. 

36. Sulaymonovna, Q. N., & Orifjonovich, O. A. (2022). KONSEPTUAL 

METAFORALARNING LINGVOMADANIY HAMDA KOGNITIV 

XUSUSIYATLARI VA TIL TARAQQIYOTIDA TUTGAN ORNI. Scientific Impulse, 1 

(3), 594-600. 

37. Richards, J. C. (2006,p. 20). Communicative Language Teaching Today. Cambridge 

University Press. 

38. Richards, J. C. (2008). Teaching Listening and Speaking Cambridge University Press.  

39. Sikapang, P. (1993). Stimulating the Students to Speak English by Using Games in the 

Classroom. Thomson, G. (1996). Some misconceptions about commu-nicative language 

teaching. ELT Journal, pp 9-15. 

40. Sadullayev, U. (2023). THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN NEIGHBORHOOD 

MANAGEMENT IN UZBEKISTAN. Modern Science and Research, 2(9), 132-135. 

41. Shokir o'gli, U. S. (2023). MILLIY QADRIYATLARIMIZ ASROVCHISI. Journal of 

new century innovations, 35(1), 79-80.  

42. Sadullayev, U. (2023). THE ROLE OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD IN THE SOCIAL 

DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIETY. Modern Science and Research, 2(10), 755-757. 

43. Shokir O’g’li, S. U. (2023). THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MAHALLA SYSTEM’S 

REFORMATIONS IN NEW UZBEKISTAN. International Journal of History And 

Political Sciences, 3(10), 25-30. 

44. Sadullayev, U. (2023). O’zbekistonda xotin-qizlarga berilayotgan e’tibor: mahalla 

boshqaruvida xotin-qizlarning roli. In Oriental Conferences (Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 551-556). 

ООО «SupportScience». 

45. Shokir o’g’li, S. U. (2023). MAHALLANING JAMIYAT IJTIMOIY 

TARAQQIYOTIDAGI O’RNI. Научный Фокус, 1(6), 369-371. 

 

 

 


