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Abstract. This article explores the comparative aspect of metaphorical terms in linguistics.
By examining the use of metaphors in various linguistic contexts, we aim to understand how these
figurative expressions shape our understanding of language and its structure. The results reveal
that metaphors play a crucial role in conceptualizing abstract linguistic concepts, facilitating
communication, and reflecting cultural influences. The findings contribute to the ongoing
discourse on the importance of metaphor in linguistic research and its potential implications for
language pedagogy and cross-cultural communication.
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CPABHUTEJIbHBIA AHAJIN3 META®OPUYECKHNX TEPMUHOB B
JINHI'BUCTUKE

Annomauun. B cmamve ucciedyemcs conocmasumenvHulli AcCneKm memagpopuieckux
mepmuHo8 6 JuUH2eUcCnuKe. Hcczzec)y;z ucnojilb3oeaHue Memagbop 6 pA3JIUYHBIX JIUHCE6UCMIUYECKUX
KOHmeKcmax, mvl CmMpemMumcs NOHAMb, KAK omu 06pa3Hbl€ 6blPAJNCEHUA qbopMupyiom Haue
NOHUMAHUe A3bIKA U e20 cmpyKkmypwl. Pe3ynomamsl noxazviéaiom, umo memagopsi uepaom
peuarowyro poib 8 KOHYenmyaiusayuu abCcmpaKxmHuulx IUHUCMUYECKUX KOHYenyull, o0ecyeHuu
obwenuss u ompadgiceHuu KyIbmypHulx enusHuill. I[lonyuennvie pe3ynvmamvl cnocoocmeyom
I’lpO()OJl.?delOmeMyC}l ducxypcy 0 8asriCHocmu Memaqbopbz 6 TUHSBUCTNUYECKUX UCCTIeO08AHUAX U ee
NOMEHYUAJIbHbIX nocneocmeusix 0Jisl A3bIK060U Neoa2o2uKu u MeDfCKlebmypHOZZ KOMMYHUKAYUU.

Knroueevie cnoesa: Memaqbopa, JAUHSBUCMUKA, conocmasumeibHwlil AHAIU3, 05pa3Hbl11
S3bIK, KOHYENMYabHAsl Meopust Memagopul.

INTRODUCTION

Metaphors have long been recognized as a fundamental aspect of human language and
cognition [1]. In the field of linguistics, metaphorical terms are widely used to describe and analyze
various aspects of language structure, function, and use [2]. This article aims to explore the
comparative aspect of metaphorical terms in linguistics, focusing on how these figurative
expressions are employed across different linguistic domains and cultures. By examining the
similarities and differences in the use of metaphors, we seek to gain insights into the role of
metaphor in shaping our understanding of language and its underlying concepts.

METHODS AND LITERATURE REVIEW

To conduct this research, we employed a systematic literature review method, following
the guidelines outlined by [3]. We searched for relevant articles in major linguistic databases, such
as Linguistics and Language Behavior Abstracts (LLBA) and Google Scholar, using keywords
such as "metaphor," "linguistics," and "comparative analysis." The search results were screened
based on their relevance to the research question and the quality of the research methodology. In
total, 25 articles were selected for in-depth analysis.
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The literature review revealed that metaphors are pervasive in linguistic discourse, serving
various functions such as explaining complex concepts, highlighting similarities between
seemingly disparate ideas, and reflecting cultural values and beliefs [4]. The Conceptual Metaphor
Theory, proposed by Lakoff and Johnson [5], has been particularly influential in understanding
how metaphors structure our thinking and language.

RESULTS

The comparative analysis of the selected articles yielded several key findings. First,
metaphorical terms are commonly used across different linguistic domains, including phonology,
morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics [6]. For example, the metaphor of "building
blocks™ is often used to describe the hierarchical structure of language, while the metaphor of
"mapping" is employed to explain the relationship between form and meaning.

Second, the use of metaphorical terms varies across languages and cultures. While some
metaphors are universal, others are language-specific or culturally bound [7]. For instance, the
metaphor of "time as money" is prevalent in many Western cultures but may not be as salient in
other cultural contexts.

Third, metaphorical terms can serve as powerful tools for facilitating communication and
understanding in linguistic research. By drawing on familiar concepts and experiences, metaphors
can help explain abstract or complex linguistic phenomena in more accessible terms [8].

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

The findings of this study highlight the importance of metaphor in linguistic research and
its potential implications for language pedagogy and cross-cultural communication. The
comparative analysis reveals that metaphorical terms are not merely stylistic devices but rather
fundamental cognitive tools that shape our understanding of language and its structure [9].

The variation in the use of metaphorical terms across languages and cultures underscores
the need for a nuanced approach to linguistic analysis that takes into account the cultural context
in which language is used [10]. Moreover, the effectiveness of metaphors in facilitating
communication suggests that they can be valuable tools in language teaching and learning.

However, it is important to note that the overreliance on metaphorical terms can also lead
to oversimplification or misrepresentation of linguistic concepts. Therefore, a balanced approach
that combines metaphorical and literal language is necessary for accurate and comprehensive
linguistic analysis.

The comparative aspect of metaphorical terms in linguistics also sheds light on the
cognitive processes underlying language use and acquisition. The Conceptual Metaphor Theory
[5] posits that metaphors are not just linguistic expressions but are deeply rooted in our conceptual
system. This theory suggests that we use metaphors to understand and structure abstract concepts
in terms of more concrete, embodied experiences. For example, the metaphor of "language as a
tool" reflects the conceptualization of language as an instrument for achieving communicative
goals.

The comparative analysis of metaphorical terms across languages and cultures also
highlights the role of metaphor in reflecting and shaping cultural values and beliefs [4]. Metaphors
are often grounded in cultural experiences and can serve as a window into the shared conceptual
frameworks of a speech community. For instance, the metaphor of "language as a mirror™ is
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common in many cultures, reflecting the belief that language reflects the thoughts, values, and
identity of its speakers [5].

Furthermore, the comparative study of metaphorical terms in linguistics has important
implications for translation and cross-cultural communication. Translating metaphors from one
language to another can be challenging, as the underlying conceptual mappings may not be shared
across cultures [6]. A deep understanding of the cultural context and the conceptual basis of
metaphorical terms is crucial for effective translation and cross-cultural communication.

In addition to its theoretical significance, the comparative aspect of metaphorical terms in
linguistics also has practical applications in language pedagogy. Metaphors can serve as powerful
pedagogical tools, helping learners to grasp abstract linguistic concepts by relating them to more
familiar, concrete experiences [7]. However, the use of metaphors in language teaching should be
carefully considered, taking into account the learners' cultural background and the potential for
misinterpretation or confusion.

In brief, the comparative analysis of metaphorical terms in linguistics highlights the
pervasiveness and importance of metaphor in shaping our understanding of language and its
underlying cognitive processes. It underscores the need for a culturally sensitive approach to
linguistic analysis and has important implications for language pedagogy, translation, and cross-
cultural communication. Further research in this area can contribute to the development of a more
comprehensive and nuanced understanding of the role of metaphor in human language and
cognition.

CONCLUSIONS

In conclusion, this article has explored the comparative aspect of metaphorical terms in
linguistics, highlighting their pervasiveness, variation across languages and cultures, and potential
implications for research and practice. The findings underscore the importance of metaphor as a
cognitive and communicative tool in linguistic discourse and the need for a culturally sensitive
approach to linguistic analysis.

Further research is needed to deepen our understanding of the role of metaphor in shaping
linguistic concepts and to develop effective strategies for harnessing its power in language
pedagogy and cross-cultural communication. By embracing the comparative aspect of
metaphorical terms, linguists can gain valuable insights into the complexities of human language
and cognition.
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